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0 into Execution the Company's Charter, Con- us 2 


the Art, Myſtery or Occupation of SCRIVENERS in — 


* 


Committee o, 


ppointed to take into Conſideration, 8 - 


ſtitutions and Ordinances againſt Perſons exerciſing 2 


the City of Lon po, and Elſewhere, within the 
its of the ſaid Charter, who are neither free of 
the ComPAnr, nor of the CITY: © V 


Maſter, Wardens, and Court 
ts of the ſaid (h 
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The Report of the Committee 
Laws and Regulations, by which they were ancient- 
ly governed, as making one of the Free Companies 4 
of the City of Lon pott, find, that the Scriveners of 
London have been, "Time out of Mind, a Society or 
Company by. Preſeription and were originally called 
Common 5 of Writers "of the Court Litter of 
Ang, that the proper Buſineſs of 
Te ers was, | o ma e and Deeds con- 
cerning Lands, Tenements and Inheritances, and all 
other Writings, which 85 the pea Fre th or Cu- 
dom of the Rea! ſeals 


15 likewiſe appeared is Your Caminitie he 
Buſineſs of a Scrivener 1 Was reputed and eſteemed ſuch 
a Craft, Art, Occupation, Myſtery, or "Trade, as no 
one, by the Cuſtom of the City of Londen, could 
or ought, to follow or exerciſe therein, without be- 
ing ee of the City; and, that none could be bound 
Apprentice to a Scrivener of London for any leis Time 
than the Term of Seren Vears, in like Manner as 
La nne to tm N or 9 


of the Company of Scriveners. 
veners of London in antient Times before their Incor- 
poration by Charter, made ſundry Applications to the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen (in whom was veſted, 
the chief Rule and Government of the ſeveral Myſte- 
ties or Companies of the City) for written Ordinances, 
to confirm to them the Regulation of all Perſons pro- 
feſſing or exerciſing the Art or Myſtery of Scriveners, 
within the City of London, and the Suburbs thereof, 
as by themſclves were from Time to Time deemed 
neceſſary and conducive to the Common Good of 
their Art, and the Publick Utility. Of theſe written 
Ordinances Your Committee think proper to lay be- 
fore You as many as have come to their Knowledge, 
and by way of Introduction thereto, they are of the 
Opinion it may be neceſſary for them, in the firſt 
Place, to ſet forth an antient general Ordinance, of the 
Lord Mayor and Aldermen, for the Regulation of the 
Companies of all the ſeveral Arts or Myſteries within 
the City which was made ſo long ago as in the Time 
of Adam. de Bury, Mayor, in the thicty-eighth Year 
of King Edward the Third; and entered in the 
Chamber of the Guildhall, Londen, in Book G. Fol, - 
I35. under the Title of, General Articles for all the 
Myſteries of London, as hath appeared to Your Com- 
mittee, by means of a Tranſcript of it in your ancient 
Book, the Common-Paper, the Original of which be- 
ing in Ol Low Frowh, Your Committee lay before | 


5 
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Item, I is Ordeyned, that all Occupations of the 
Citie of London ſhall be lawfullie ruled and governed 
every one in his Nature, in due Manner, ſo that no 
Falſhoede er Deceipt be founde in any Manner of Oc- 
cupations aforeſaid, for the Honour of the good Com- 

pany of the ſaid Occupations, and for the common Pro- 
= of the People ; that of every Occupation there be cho- 


ſen and fworne fower or fix, or more or leſs as the Oc- 
cupation ſhall require neceſſarily ; which Parſones ſo 


Choſen and fworne have full Power of the Maior, the 


fame well and truly to doo and perfourme. And if any 
of the ſaid Occupations be rebellious, contrarious, or 
difturbyng, fo that they cannot perfourme duely their 


"Office, and there of be found faultie, that the ſame 


Parſone ſhall abyde in Pryſone by the Space of Tenne 
Dayes, and ſhall paye to the Comynaltie for the Con- 
tempt Tenne Shillings ; for the ſecond Tyme ſhall abyde 
in Pryſon Twenty Dayes, and ſhall paye to the Comy- 
naltie Twerity Shillings ; And for the third Tyme ſhall 
abyde in Pryſen by Thyrtie Dayes, and ſhall paye to the 
Compnaltie Thyrtie Sbillings; And for the fourth Tyme 
ſhall abyde in TID Fortie = and fot pay F tie 


| Stullings. 


ef viry fee Tak 3 
as Your Committee find by an Extract from the 


Chamber of the Guildtall in Boot C, Fel, 307, the 


of the Company of 
Common Seriveners of the Court Letter applied them 
ſelves to the Lord Mayor een a 
n iS. . 2. *M 


30 HN PYELL, Maron, oy 26th * 
F September in the 45tb Year: of the Reign *. 
King Edward the Third N 


There came honeft Perſons, the a e 
of the Court Letter within the City of London, 
and the Suburbs of the ſame, and did deliver. . 
unto the Maior and Aldermen a cen. Bill, ; 
er this Form: . DT 


5 3 70 5 
8 


| T * e e e the Mal- nd 
Aldermen of the City of London; . 


RAYEN the Scryveners of the Court Letter of 
the ſaid City, That where their Miſftery is very 
Saks within the ſaid Citie, efpectally if it be 8. 
'righth and ſageh by Men expert in the ſame Myſterye 
ruled -and uſed, And for default of good Rule many 
Miſchiefs be and often riſe in the ſaid Miſtery by them 
that come out of dyverſe Countreys into the ſaid Citze,. 
as well Chapleyns as other that have no Knowledge of- 
the Cuſtomes, Fraunc heſies and 'Uſages of the ſaid Citie, 
and cauſe themſelves to be called Seryveners, and take 


Alon them. to make Tiftaments, Charters,” and all other 
1 ova B Things 


SF | 10 The Report of the Committee 7 
3 | Things belonging to the ſaid Myflerye : Whereas they be 8 
| Fereiners, and not knowne, ne knowing ſo much as the 
= : fereſaid Scryveners which be free of the ſaidCity, which. 
| | of long Time have been learned in the faid Myſterye, and. 
$i | have geven great Sums for their Learning and Fraun- 
" chefies to the great Loſs and difinherytyng of many Peo- 
| ele, as well of the Citie as of many Places within the 
if | Realme ; And alſo to the great Damage and Sclaunden 
_ of all the honefl and true Men of the ſaid Miftery. In 
— 14 Cunſideratian whereof the ſaid honeft Company of Scry- 
2 if veners, Prayen, That it may pleaſe Your Honorable and. 
Diſcreet Lordſhip, ta graunt unto them, and to effablyſbe 
for the Public Weale of the ſaid Citie, and of the other- 
Countries, as alſo for the Honeſtly and Amendment of 
their Eftate, That they and their Succeſſors For ever 
may be ruled and enjoy their Fraunchiſes in their De- 
gree, according to the Ns enſuing, viz. 
Imprimis, They Gee none 1 ee * 
Shoppe worthin the ſaid Cittie, neither within the Sub. 
urbs of the ſame, wnleſs be be free of the" faid Citie, 
and enfraunchiſed in 880 ou Aae ”7 _> he” ad : 
4.2 he 1 8 OW 
Item, That W into I 8 
.cheſy wnleſſe he le fin examined and found bable 
by them of the ſaid Myſtery, which for the Tyme 
8 —— I Oe NIOP 
F pointed ; f 


„ 


(OS | 


SE 1 1 2 


the Penaltie WTR in Form IO 


"of the Company of 


A. 


Item, That 3 F the ſaid Citie and 
of the Suburbes of the ſame put "their Name to the 


ery. 1 


Writings which be maketh, that n may . n 


as their * 


Item, That y one that dith aa this Order 


and Eftabliſpment ſhall paye unto the Chamber for the | 


firſt Time forty Pence, at the ſecond Time fix Shil- 


pointed therewits, and be Warden of the PT 5. 


lings and eight Pence, and at the third r ten 


Shillings, | | 
Tin 2 PIE 3 2 


Cbambre to be Hrme and ſure for ever, _ which Bill 
red and herd, and Advice thereupon-had by the Maior 
and Aldermen, It is agreed amongf# them and grant- 
ed, that the Articles aforeſaid from henceforth ſhall 


be kept, and the Offenders thereof ſhall be puniſhed in 


Nap Your Committee alſo Lad; that in the Year 
2390, the following Ordinances were made and aſſent- 
ed to by the then Maſters, or Wardens, and the other 
Freemen of the Miſtery of Scriveners, Which Your 
IN obſerve are in the a : 


Ce © © + ele 5 


called, The New Ordinances, and are therein entred, 
a8 follows, VIZ. 


ka 8 That every one that ſhall be duly. en- 
Fraunchiſed in the ſaid Miſtery af Scriveners ſhall. make 
ſpecially the Othe following, chargyng therewith. bim- 
ſelf in the Preſence of the Wardeyus of the ſame My- 
fterxe; And whoſoever will refuſe ſo to doo, and will 
ne make the ſame: Othe ſhall be taken as ſuſpett of 
LL: | Falſehood ; And alſo preſented to the Mator for a Re- 
bel, which Oath enfueth here in this Forme.. 


7 IN . of my can proper Will do faear uppen 
- - . the holy Evangeliſt, to be true in myne Office and 
Myſterye, and to do my Diligence that all the 

Fates that I ſhall: make to be ſealed ſhall be well 

and lawfully made after my Learnyng. and Con- 
nyng, and eſpecially I ſhall not wwryte, nor ſuffer 

to be written by none of myne, to my Power and 

Wittyng any manner Dede ne Wrytyng to be ſeal- 

ed, bearing Date by long Time before the makyng 

of the ſame, nor by long Time after, nor no 
Blante Charter, nor other Dede ſealed before the - 

_ Writing thereof, nor cloſed Letters. of Date to 
_farre, nor of long Tyme, where through any Fal- 
od may be ark in 1 Conſcience, nor no 

| Cuppie 


2 x * 
1 


of the Company of Scrivener : 
Coppie of Dede ſealed but | Ward: = Worde & 
good Examination, and neither for Hoſt nor for 
Covetuouſe I ſball take upon me to make any 
Dede touching Enheritance, nor other Dede of 
great Charge, (whereof I have no Conyng,) with= 
out good Adviſement and Information of Counſazle. 
And all the good Rules and Ordynauncs of the 
ſaid Craft, T ſhall well and truly kepe and ob- 
ſerve unto my Power as much as God will give ; 4A 
me Grace. — So AM me God, and the + . _— 
tents of this Booker... 25 | 0 | ” 


Item, Thi e ihe hem | 
| ſaid Special Othe, ſhall witneſs the ſame Othe to be 

> made by the Wrytyng of his Hand to be entred in the 
Common Paper of the.ſaid Myſterye in Time to come. 
And when that he ſhall be ee fo i bis nies or 
Mark Phat See *. 0 : 


3 


"EN That . he ſaid Myſtery * . 
dayes, nor on Dayes of doble Feaſts lepe open Shoppe 
for no Buſynes nor Gayne of Covetypſe, ner ſhall-woryte - 
openly nor prively, onleſs it be in Cauſe of greate Ne. 
ceſſitie, which maye be delayed by none Means uppon © 
Payne of duble paieng the ſame Gayne and Lucre to 
the Behoof and Uſe of their Myſterye, and be that fhall 


keep any open Shop of the ſaid MONO to make any open 
Shewe 
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Shewe of his ſaid Myſterye to the Sight of the People 
pen any Sondaye er feſtyvall Daye afereſaid, ſhall 
incurre the Payne to paye to the Chamber of the 
Guyldechall of London, for the firſt Tyme fix Shillings 
and eight Pence, the ſecond Tyme thirtene Shillings and 
Foure Pence, and the thirde Tyme twenty Shillings, and 


and fo forthe. 


Item, Thet 3 one that ſhall make the faid Othe 
ſhall at one Tyme be enclothed or afparayled in one 


Sute, and that at the Feaſt of Pentecoſt by the Ordyn- 


nances f their Wardeyns. And that every one of them 
for that ſhall paye a Noble, at the Begynnyng of Lent, 
before the buyeiug of the Clothe, and the reſt of the 
Money far the ſame as ſone as it well may after the 
lyoreyng of the ſaid Clathe. And that the ſame Vefture 
be proncipallye uſed on the Daye of the Feaſt of Pen- 
tecyſt, in the Honour of God, which hathe geven - all 
Knowledge. And that after it be uſed honeſtly by twas 
Yeres at-the leaſt; that is to ſay, The firft Yere on 
Holydayes, the ſecond Yere on Holydayes, and that their 
Feaft be kept on the Daye of the Holye Trynytie, in 


W 


hew; tro of the fis Merge hal 
come in proper Parſone fewer Tymes every Yeare at a 
 certen Hower and Tyme within the ſame Citie, ubert 


Joes & appoynted by the Commaundement Us tbe War- 
Hi 


of the Company of Scriveners. 


* to move, declare and dyſpute amongeſt themſelves 
the Myſchieffi, Perills and Doubts in their Myſterye, 
for their learnynge Bothe for the kepyng of their ſaid 
Otbe, and alſo to make Ordynaunce for the good Rule 
and Governement of their ſaid Myſterye, That is to ſay, 
The firſt Sondaye after the Daye of Chriſtmas, the next 
Sondaye after the Daye of Eaſter, the next Sondaye en- 
ſuing the Nativitie of Saint Jobn Baptiſt, and the 
firſt Sondaye after the Daye of Saint Michaell the 
Arcbaungell. And that every one that. is abſent at any 
of the ſaid foure Termes, without reaſonable Excuſe, 
and that maye be dulye proved ſhall paye for everye 
Tyme to the Chamber of the Guildhall fortie Pence... 


Item, That the old Wardeyns ſhall make their Ave 
compt uppon a certen Daye lymytted and aſſigned by. 
the neue Wardeyns, after that: the ſame neue 
Wardeyns have taken their Charge at the Guyldehall 
And that then there ſhall be Delyverye made unto 
them of the Common OD and of the. Common: 


Vester. 1 T — 


| Trem, That every one bing dub e e ie 
dens, and ſball refuſe the ſaid Office, ſball be preſented 
to the Maior, or to the Chamberlain of the Guildhall 
for a Rebell, and ſhall pay for ſuch "Rebellion \ forty 
 Shillings, the one Meiety tbereg to the Chamber afore- 


aid, and the other balf to the * of the ſaid Miſery, 
N _ 
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E without having any Pardon for the Payment theres 
= .. And that without any tarrying one other be choſen in 
his Place. And that the new Wardens be preſented at 
the Mayor's Court to receive their Charge, as the Man- 
ner is Ls an eight Days after the "Tru Elettion 6 
made. 
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i "Is C6; 


FOR | E Item, That none of the ſaid Company of Scrivener- 
S || hip ſhall have any Forreyner to keep Shoppe of the ſaid 
—- = Myſterye under bym, upon Payne of forty Shillings, to be 
1 Nui to the Chamber of the Gufldbcll, and forty Shil- 
lings to the Up of the ſaid Occupation, and to avoid 
fuch Manner Shoppe, or ſuch forreyne Parſone upon 
Pain of Tenn fare to be paid to the oy Cam- 


155 That none vs the K Gen ar any 
Servant allowed in the ſame Miſtery, onleſſe the ſame 
Perſon allowed bath been Apprentice in the ſaid Mi- 
ftery within the ſaid Citie, upon Payne alfoto pay forty 
Shillings to the ſaid Chamber of the Guildhall, and other 
forty Shullings to the Uſe of the ſaid Myſtery, and to 

avoid ſuch Manner Servant, uppon Payne of Tenn 
Pounds to be paid to the Chamber aforeſaid, Ik oe . 
. the Cover and Licence * the boy wo 1 


eh ll bt Mp MN any 
Apprentice of the foid —_— to the Intent Yo releaſe” 
him 


of the. Company of Scriveners. - 8 


vim Part of bis Term by Deceipt uppen Paine a 7 to pay 
Forty Sbillings to the ſaid Chamber, and forty Sbillings 
to the Uſe of the aid Myſtery. And that every Ap- 
prentice be entered in the ſaid Paper after the Enroll. 
ment of the Indenture of bis Apprenticeſhip. And that 
the Wardeyns take good heade to knowe who be Appren- 7 
tice, and who be allowed Pegs Ws ee 


Item, fy is. Ordained = Eftabli hed 9 
Conſent of all that be of the ſaid Myſterye that every 
Perſon of what Estate and Cundition he be, for. or by . 
any manner Inſtance, Requeſt, Prayer, Commandment, . 
Favour or Reward, ſhall accept or receive as 4 free 
Parſone of the ſaid Myſtery, or enfranchiſe within the 
ſaid Miſtery by any Means by the Maifters and War- 
deyns, or by any Parſons belonging to the ſaid Miſtery, 
but onh by rightfull Manner and Way, of Apprentice- 
Ship; And that when the ſame Parſone hath bene A. 
Prentice, well and truly hath deſerved..and performed 
with Bis Maſter, to whom be "was put to be Appren-. 
tice, or with bis Executors or Aſignes the Term of his. 
Apprenticehood, or by the Way of Birth, at the Cuſtom. 
of the ſaid City of . London in that Caſe. doth require; 
And that ſpecially for the Common Profit of the Realm, 
and Hongfly of the ſaid Myſtery; And alfo for the 
Avoiding and Efchewing of Diſorder, eſpecially the 
like Miſchiefs and Dangers which happened in the 


_ th by e ignorant and unknown . 
O Fg 1 
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their good Behaviour and good Fame ; And alſo nothing 
expert in the ſaid Miſtery made free contrary to this 
Article. And if any Maſter, Wardeyns, or other Par 
fone whatſoever be be in the ſaid Miftery ſhall do here- 
after in any Poynt againſt this Article, Ordynante and 
Eftabliſhment which duly may be proved by the honeſt 
Company of the ſaid Myſtery that he at any Time bath- 
done in any Poynt againſt this Ordinance ſhall pay for 
every Time that be ſhall be fo found to have done contrary, 

or woo culpable to the Chamber of the Guildhall Ten 
Pounds ; and to the Common Ufe of the ſaid Miftery. 
Six Prints thirteen Shillings. and four Pence; And. 
bon that be ſhall be found and accompted in that bis 
Jo doing as 4 Rebel ro the Maifter and Wardeyns of 
the ſaid Myſtery, and of the good Governaunce of the 
Jaime, without any Pardon or Remiſſion to be by any 
Means roy mor e ” 


X 


vn umme alfo find, that agreeable 40h 
before-mentioned Ordinances, this Company for fe- 
veral tundred Yeats before their Theorpotation by 
Charter, uſed from Time to Time to chocſe certain 
Perſons to be Wardens or Maſters for the better Go- 
vernment of their Art er Miſtery whe upon their 
being ſo chofen were preſented and ſworn before 
the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Londen, as 
an Inſtance of which Vour Committee think proper 
10 ſet forth an Extract from the Chamber of the 
Guildhall 
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for Hatred; And to preſent faith Be Maio 
Aldermen and Chamberlayne of the Citie aj -eſaid alt 
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n of the Committee 


De ebirtemnth Dey of the Month: aft: in 

_ the eighteenth Year of the Reign of King Henry: 

the Sixth, after the Conqueſt, came here into the 

| Chamber of the Guildhall of the City of London, 

before Robert Large, Mayor, fohn. Rainwell, John 

_ Godney (and Eleven others) Aldermen of the ſame 

City, the good Men of the Miftery of Writers. of 

the Court Letter, and preſented to the Mayor and. 

Aldermen, a certain Bill or Supplication contain- 
ing the following Order, or Form of Words. 


Wc the full Henorables Lord and Sove- 
reigns, Maior and Aldermen. of tbe 
_ City of London. | 


fo: FULL meebly beſeechen the good Fail: of the Craft 


of Scryveners of Courte Letter in the ſaid City, 
That it pleaſe unto your full wiſe Diſcretions tenderly 


to confider the great Parris and Miſchiefs that ofte 
tymes bave fallen, and yet dayh. fallen, by diverſe Per- 
Jos not conyng, ne expert in the ſaid Craft which take 


- wpon them for to make diverſe Feates, as well touching 
Enberitance as other Feates of Charge, ſuch as belong 


to the ſaid Craſt : Whereas indede they are neither ex- 


fert ne conyng, and ſo thorough their Ignorance and 


. Uuconyng hurt greatly and deceive the Common People, 


_ the n of $criveners. 
a xs well to their Difherytyng as in other Caſes Pars. © 


nat to great Hurt and Diſclaundre of the good true 


Palk of the ſaid Craft; And thereupon graciouſly s 
Fraumt in Eſchewing of ſuch Parrills and Miſchieves 
in Tyme hereafter, that the Points and Articles here. 
| after following may be bad and admytted ' for fyrme and 
able, and to be entred and enrolled in the Chambre- 
of the Guildhall, ſo that the Good Rule may be obſerv- © 
ed and bet in the ſaid Craft for their Partie, Iyke as 
ch a 15 W * Crafts Li the ſaid Ci... | 


Firſt, That : 10 Manner Man of the 455 Craft, of 
what Condition ſoever he be, take upon him to male 
any Evydences or Mynyments that concern Mens Enbe- 
ritance, ne other great Charges, ſuch as might fall ta 
great Hurte of the King's People, unleſs that he be firſt 
duly examined and found able by the Wardeyns of the 
aid Craft for the Tyme being and by fix or four Per- 
ans enfranchiſed in the ſaid Craft, or 'by the Maior 
and Aldermen of the ſaid Citie, and alſo that no Man, 
other than ſuch as have ſerved within the ſaid Craft, 
+ by way of Apprenticialte from hence forward bolde any 
| Shoppe of the ſaid Crafte within the ſaid Linie, ns in the 
Suburbs thererf, leſſe then. be be by the Wardeyns of the 
3 Craft for the Tyme being; and by ſucb fix or foure 
Perſons of the ſaid Craft, or elſe by the' Maior | and 
' Aldermen of the ſaid City have been examined and 
. able, and ſa 9 2 able a them Fa. And 
thereupon 


22 
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1 Chamber of the Guildhall, 
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be Convict. 
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ereus be enfranchiſed 1 in the Craft Us Seriveners 
aforeſaid. 


Item, That no Perſon enfranchi _ in the fall REN 
from henceforward within bis Shoppe, ne in none other 
Place occupie, ſet on work, ne colour in the ſaid Occu- 
pation and Craft of Scriveners any Perſon leſſe than 
the ſame Perſon ſo ſet on Work, before that Time have 
been Apprentice or Enfranchiſed in the ſaid Craft, 
without Conſent and Special Licence of the Wardeyns 
of the ſaid Craft ; and fuch fix or four Perſons en- 
franchiſed in the ſame Craft, or of the Maior and 


Alder men of the ſaid City for the Tyme being, upon the 


Payne of One Hundred Shillings to be arrered of every 
Juch Perſon fo founden defeHyve in doyng the Contrary 
of this Ordynaunce, and that as off as be ſhall thereof 
And the foreſaid One Hundred Shillings 
The e elf" there o-remayn to the Us of the 
bull, ond that other Half vs: the 


Item, That from bensforthe no Rune N 
fraunchyſed of the ſame Craft without Licence of the | 


MHardeyns of the fame Craft for the Tyme being, and 


of fix or fotre of the moſt ſufficient Perſones of the 
ſame Craft, ne occupie, ne holde open ' within the ſaid 
9 ne Suburbes cs Fd 5 __ * For the 
* 


* 


8 > 
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great Perrills and Miſchieffs that necligently have fat- 
len, and hereafter may fall thorough Ignorance and 
Unconyng of their Servants or Apprentices, the ſaid 
Craft ſo occupicing, or kepyng. any Shoppe under bis 


Mafter ; in which. the Maiſter at all Tymes.. cannot be 


preſent to the Overſight and Examynation F all Feates 
made by his Servant or Apprentice. in 4 Shop ſo diſte- 
vered from his Maifter, upon Payne of One Hundred 
Shillings to be arrered' of” every Parſane deing the 
Contrary of this Article at any Tyme tbat am ſo be 


Jorejard. 


— .* " . = bie 


in the Name f the Wandeyns. of. the. 


. hr ave ee, 


and Place to hym aſſigned, upon Rayne 4e pay af 
every Tyme that he thereof do the contrary, Twelve 


—_— fo ond pes and. n in Manner and * 
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Tyme forward, when and es often, at he there be _ 
warned by the Badelb ar Servant... of the {ya (gfe 
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7 to them that all tie Atticles in 
atbe ſain Bull contained ate agreeable 10 Regen, 


% 
„ 
3 
£3 34 . 
1 ** 
9 
— 9 * NO 
" 
* 
* Ss * « 
a . PRE” | 


4 * 


24 The Report of the Committee 


redounding to the Profit and Honour of the Srare 

e the Commonwealth, with unanimous Conſent 
have Ordered, Decreed and Sentenced, That the 
ſaid Articles here among others may be entered of 

\ Record, in the Manner and Form in which they 
are prayed, for the future firmly to be obſerved, 
reſerving to themſelves Power to add, diminiſh, 
and correct, according to the Variation of 


Tymes OR ee os 
* 


' AND that the Company of Scriveners of the 
Regulations of themſelves for the Government of 
their Myſtery, Your Committee apprehend will 
ae, by ar Soong Entry which Your 

mittee. found in the Company's ſaid Common 
Paper, and which they ene b > 
— eh; 


B „ Wen, That. ett r 
January, in the Year of our Lord Gad 1497, 
end the thirteenth Year of the Reign of King 
Fellowſhip or Miſtery of Scriveners of Court 
Letter of the City of London, in good and honeft 


Tr EG 
T 
8 288 


Manner aſſembled is together in the Man- ..Y 


8 5 ar Divelling Place of Henry Woodcock," tben N 
one of the Wardens of the ſaid 2 or Mi- 
erg, and then and there. by good Deliberation 
| heard read openly. among ſt them, The Articles, 
Rules and Ordinances concerning them and their 
aid Miſtery being written and contained in their 
Common Paper, and befides to tbe better Order- — mn 
ing. Comfort and Relief of the ſaid Fellowſhip, 
then and there they Ordained, Made and "Efta- 
 Bliſhed amongſt them certain other new Articles  - 
fo the which they have agreed to be kept, and put 
0 #n Execution as under Jpreifics, (that's 7s to ofa) * 


e 


Fut They ee Elabliſted, — 
ally from henceforth to endure, Tat for at much" as 
diverſe Apprentices. have been taken,” cuntinuei an 
ſerved their Apprenticehood within the faid Fellowſhip 
that have not bad their penfeòs Congruity of Grammar, 
which is the Thing moſt neceſſary and"expedient in . 
very Perſon exerciſing and uſing the-Scyence and Fa. 
culty of the ſaid Miſtery; and in Default whereof they © 
cannot have the perfett Knowledge and Cunnyng of the 
ſaid Scyence, wherethrough oftentimes hy err, and 
their Ads and Feates been incongruous," am not 
perfettly done to the great Reproach: onda the | 
ſaid Fellowſhip, It is therefore Ordained und Ente 

by the Common. Aſent OY „ 8 of - 

n the 


1 * 
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the ſaid Fellowſtip which at any Time bereafter fall 
take any Apprentice te the ſaid Science fhall bring and 
preſent the ſame Apprentice to the Wardens of the ſaid 
Fellowſhip for the Time being, the Name of the ſaid 
Apprentice to be written in the Book of the ſaid Fel- 
kewfhip, and then to be examined by them, or their A/ 
Ans, if” the ſame Apprentice have his Congruity or not. 
And if it be found him that he hath not his ſaid Con- 
gruity, that then the Maſter of the ſaid Apprentice to 
be monifhed and charged by the ſaid Wardens that the 


fame Apprentice be jet and founden to Grammer School, 


wnto ſuch Tyme as be have, or by reaſanable Capacity 
may baue pofitrve Grammar, or at leaf that be be 
. competently erudite and learned in the Books of Gen- 
ders, Declenfjons, Preterits and Supines, Equivox and 
 Sinonimes «ith the other Petty Books ; and that within 
. four the firſt Years of bis Term, upon Pain that every: 


- Mafter of every ſuch Apprentice which doeth or ſuffer 
to be done the Contrary to this Af being moniſbed as is 


_ aforeſaid ſhall forfeit and pay at every Time that be 
o doerb the Contrary One Hundred Shillings Sterling, 
ro be applied to the Uſe bere under written, that is to, 


ay, the one Half thereof to be equally divided between: 
the Chomber of the Guildball of London, and the Body. 


E the fume Fellowſhip, and the other Holf to the Ve. 


of the ſaid Apprentice if be or l Fraends will thereof 
complain, and make due Proof of the ſame. And that: 


3 a Apprentice ſtall give andi 
deliverr 


of the Company of Scriveners. 


deliver to the Wardens of the faid Fellowſhip for the 
Time being to the Uſe of the T1 reaſure of the ſaid Fel. 
| Iowſhip, a Spoon of Silver, Price of Three Shillings 
and four Pence, or Three ng and eek Tae i 


* 1 * * A 


5 for the - ſame Spoon. ee 
RELATIVE to R laſt written e voir 
Committee found another ſubſcribed thereto i in char 


ner following: Ege peim 5 
Aud PR as it is not lain rite at th 
Making of _ the Order laſt afore Jpecified within what 
Time every Perſon of the ſaid Pellowſhip Should bring 
and preſent the Name of his faid Apprentice id "be 
 woritten in the Book of the ſaid Fellowſhip, and alſo ts 
be examined by them or by ſome of the faid Fellowſhip, 
whether the ſaid Apprentice have his Congrutty in the 
Latin Tong or not, to the Intent that Reformation umd 
| Redreſi may be had and taken therein accordingly, It 
is now therefore Decreed, Condj arora and fully _ 


Wi om Pierſon, now now Wardens Gy the ſail Company ; 
and by the Conſents and Agreements Ul Wiliah Blacks 


well, John Lee the Elder, Jobn Well Wham, Richard 
| Manſell, Thomas Perſon, "Barthelniey Brookby, Tho- 
mas Atkinſon, Ti bomas Wytton, and John Warden, "at 
à Meeting at the Wax Chandlers Hall in London, the 
4 Day of 4 March, Anno Domini 1557» "That 
D 2 every 
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every Perſon or Perſons «of the ſaid Miftery er Fellows 
tip which from kenceforth ſhall take and have any Aþ- 
prentice or Apprentices ſhall within ſix Weeks next and 
immediately after he or they ſhall ſo take and have any 
ſuch Apprentice or Apprentices bound unto him or them 
bring and preſent the ſame Apprentice to the Wardens. 
of the ſaid Miſtery or Fellowſhip for the Time being. 
to the Intent to have his. and. therr. Names entered in 
the Common Book of the ſaid Fellowſhip, and to be. exa- 
mined in Form aforeſaid, according to the Effect and 
true Meaning of the ſaid firfl-recited Order, upon ſuch» 
Pains and Penalties. as in the ſame firſt Order is de- 
clared. And further, that no Perſon or Perſons of the 
Said Miftery or Fellowſhip ſhall at any Time or Times 
From benceforth willingly ſuffer any bis Apprentice or 
Apprentices, to certi or witrneſi the. Sealing or Deli. 
very of any Deed, Evidence, Bond, Writing or Con- 
veyance whatſoeyer, wnleſs he or they have been bound 
Apprentice without Fraud or Covin with bis Maſter yy 
the Space. of. one* whole Year. at the leaſt, upon Pain for - 
the firſt Offence contrary to this Order ten Shillings ;, 
and for the ſecond: Offence twenty Shillings; and for 
the third Offence forty Shillings, to be levied to ſuch 
like Uſes as in the ſaid firſt recited Order is limitted for- 
ws tienen of proce, as in he ſe ff cr. 
der more. "_— e 13 | 
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1 'Your + clint Had eve bers 
ginal Conſtitution and Ordinances of the Company, 
and found the ſame to be in Manner above ſet ſorth, 
they thought proper to inquire how far, and in — 
Inſtances the Company have conformed thereto; and 
they find, that ever ſince the Year 1390, in the 
Reign of King Richard the Second till the Time of 
obtaining the Company's Charter, all the free Serive=: 
ners in London and the Suburbs thereof took an Oath 
for the due Exerciſe of their Art or Miſtery in Sub- 
ſtance the ſame as the Form preſcribed” by the new 
Ordinances mentioned to be made in the Year 1390, 
and which is very little different from the Form now 
in Uſe preſcribed by the By-Laws made in Conſe= . 
quence of 'the bang, S n ROE: WO 1 8 of 
now Mor 


Sy». | * 


Ax D Fir eri allo | find! that boch Sen 
veners did all along upon their reſpective Admiffions* 
into the Company likewiſe enter in the Book called 
The Common Paper, Subſcriptions of their own Hand- 


writing, teſtifying their having made ſuch Oath and 


undertaken to conform themſelves to the Rules and 


Ordinances of the ſaid Miſtery:. And if any Scrive- 
ners happened to be Publick Notaries, © as many of * + 


them appear to haye been, they prefix'd their Notarial: 


* © 


og OY 
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Signs, or particular Marks, to ſuch Subſcriptions, a- 
greeable to the ſaid Rules and Ordinances. 


AND upon examining an antient Book of the 
Company, wherein are entered the Accounts of the 
ſeveral Wardens, from the Year 1565, which Your 
Committee find to be the only Book before the Time 
of the Charter now-extant, beſides Your Common Pa- 
fer, the reſt having been burnt, together with the 
Company's Hall at the Fire of London, it appear d 
to Vour Committee by a great Number of Entries in 
the ſaid antient Account-Book, that there were many 
Perſons who were Scriveners by Trade that were free 
of the City of Landon by. ſome other Companies, 


but that ſuch Perfons, on Account of their Profeſſi- 


on and Exerciſe, of the Art of a Scrivener were in 


reſpect of ſuch their Art, ſubject to the Cognizance 


and Juriſdiction of the Wardens or Rulers of the 


Scriveners Company, and alſo to the like Regulations 


and Payments with the actual Freemen of the ſame 
Company. As an Inſtance of which, befides a Mul- 


titude of Entries in the faid antient Account-Book, 


Your Committee think proper to ſet forth an Entry 


; they. have met with in Your Common Paper, pur- 


to. be the Form of an Oath of ſuch as were 


| of Scriveners, which Oath together with the Title 


of the Company Fl Seri 
thereof, is there entered in Oli Law Briked, but 
here * nn as lolo: 


I +. A : VS * S 5 4 * 
: * 4 4 


TAE ba ihe"? as are en- 


Franchiſed in oth - Mifteries, . and. uſe 
Nee 8 een 72 I 
Letter. wy 


C 1 _— that you wil k fatifat; in 71 
1 _ Office C4 Hoo of. Eſcrivenry of Court Letter 
which Jeu ſhall uſe, and that all the Deeds which 


you ſhall make to be Hale. ſhall be well and faithfully: 
done; and eſpecially that you ſhall not write nor ſuffer 
to be uritten by any of Your's any Manner of Deed or 
Writing to be ſealed bearing Date far long Time before 
the Making thereof, nor fer a long Time after, nor 
any blank Charter, nor other Deed ſealed. befars the 
Writing thereof, nor any ah oe Letter dated in any far 
diſtant Place or Time, wherein any Falſity may in your 
Conſcience, be conceived, nor 4 ny Copy of . Deed ſealed, if 
"not Ward for Ward by good E nor for Haſte 
nor Covetuauſneſs. you ſhall take upon yau to make any. 
Deed touching Inheritance, . nor any other. Deed of 
great Charge, wherein you are nat knowing, without 
$ood Advice and Information ef * help you 
So Aan F 


Waun 


* 
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Wu this Oath was firſt inſtituted Your Com- 


mittee have not been able to diſcover, but they 


imagine it to have been framed ſome Time in the 


| Fourteenth Century. As they obſerve it to be no- 


thing different from the'Form ſet forth in the before 
mentioned new Ordinances, unleſs it be that one was 
to be adminiſtred in the firſt Perſon, and the other in 
the ſecond. And, that there is omitted in the laſt | 
mentioned Oath the latter Part of the former, by 


which ſuch as were Freemen of the Scriveners Com- 


pany bound themſelves, All the Good Rules and Ordi- 
nances of the ſaid Craft well and truly to keep and 


Se 


Ap Your Committee alſo find, that befides the 
Regular Scriveners, Freemen of the ſame Company, 
there uſed to be ſome few others who practiſed the 


Art of a Scrivener that were called Brethren at 


large; and alſo ſome few Foreigners that were call- 
ed Strangers, both which, viz. Brethren at large 
and Strangers, ſeem to have been licenced or allow- 


ed by the Company to practiſe the Art of Scriveners, 
though not regularly of the Company: And it ſeems 


that the Brethren at large were either ſuch Scriveners 


as were free of the City of London by ſome other 


Companies, or elſe ſuch as were Non-freemen and 


Aived in the Suburbs out of the Freedom of the City; 


and 


of abe Company of Serivenets 


and that thoſe Scriveners, who were called Strangers, 
were ſuch as were foreign Notaries Publick, who, in 
regard they were Aliens born, could not be free of 
the City, and yet were licenced or allowed, as * 
by the City as the Scriveners Company, to p 
the Art or Buſineſs of a Notary 3 for thi 
Benefit of Trade in tranſacting Affairs in the Way of 
their Art, between the Citizens of London apd Tra- 
ders abroad in F 8 Countries 5 21 


Ir alſo appears as "ail by * Ne os 
tries in the ſaid Antient Account-Book, as by the o- 
ther Book Your Common Paper, that the Company 
of Scriveners anciently, before their Incorporation by 
Charter, were firſt governed by two Perſons who 
were call'd Wardens, or Mafters ; And afterwards by 

a Maſter and two Wardens, together with certain o- 
thers call'd A/ifants, who had a Clerk and a Beadle. 
And that they uſed to collect and receive not only 

of ſuch Perſons, as were free of their own Company, 
but alſo of all other Perſons that practiſed the Art of 

a Scrivener in London and the Suburbs thereof, whe- 
ther they were Foreigners or Freemen of the ſame, 
or of any other Company of ce Revidhir" an 
annual cuſtomary Payment of 2 . 8 d. a-year, call- 
ed Nuarterage, at 8 d. a- quarter; and that they alſo 
uſed to aſſeſs and impoſe Sums W upon Stran- 

a i in Londan, n their 

; own 


. 


ee ee 1 
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Wardens and Afliſtants obtained, with the Conſent 
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own Freemen, towards the Raiſing of Subſidics grant- 
ed to the Crown and Sums charged upon the Com- 
pany by the Lord Mayor-and Court of Aldermen up- 
on publick Occaſions concerning the City; and that 
before their Incorporation they uſed Time out of 
Mind, to go Viſitations in and about the City of 
London, and the Suburbs thereof, twice every Vear 
to ſearch and take Account of all Perſons that pub- 
lickly uſed their Art for the Purpoſes aforeſaid : And: 


to the Intent that they might be under due Regula- 


tion and Government in reſpect to their exerciſing, 
the ſame; and as often as any Scriveners refuſed to. 
pay 2uarterage, and other Duties, and to attend up- 
on Summons, or otherways miſbehave themſelves. 
they uſed to cauſe ſach Defaulters to be ' committed. 
to one of the Compters by the Lord Mayer's Offi-- 
cers, one of which uſually attended at the Quarter- ' 
Courts of the Company to aſſiſt the Beadle of the 


Company for that Purpoſe. And ſometimes the 


Maſter and Wardens uſed to fine Perſons for De. 
Kults as: | there was Occaſion. 


TRE Complny A Gil Wh in Poſ-- 


&Mon of their antient and accuſtomed Rights and 
Priviledges, in the Manner that has been ſtated, Your 


Committee find, that in the fourteenth Year of the 
Reign of King James the Firſt, the then Maſter, 


and: 


of the Company of Scriveners. 
and Approbation of the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen of the City of Lendon, the Company's 
Charter of Incorporation, whereby the Freemen of 
the Science, Art or Miſtery of Scriveners of the City 
of London, were incorporated by the Name, Stile or 
Title of, The Maſter, Wardens and Aſſiſtants of the 
Society, or Company of Scriveners of the City of Lon- 
2 — wh a . and den Mardent, Ty 


Ap ” ee | 
Committee find, after a Preamble reciting ; I bere- 


as the Freemen of the City of London uſing the Art or 
Miftery of Scriveners within the ſame City and Suburbs 
thereof, commonly called, Writers of the Court Letter 
of London, in Times paſt, and for Time out of Mind 
had been and then were an antient Company and Fra- 
ternity of the ſaid City, and the Men ging that Art 
within the ſaid City had increaſed to a greater Num- 
ber, and many of them were frequently uſed and em- 
ployed i in weighty Affairs, and Matters of great Mo 
ment and Truſt within the ſaid City, that Therefore 
for the Amendment of the Eſtate of the People of the 
Society or Fraternity aforeſaid, and for the good Rule 
and better Government of all Men ting the Science, 
Art or Miſtery of Scriveners within the City of Lon- 
don, and the Liberties and Suburbs thereof, as alſo 
within the Circumference of three Miles of. the ſaid 

"4 City, 


EY eee 


with the Ereemen of the Miftery. of Scriveners in all 
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City, his faid Majeſty King James the Firſt did grant 
full Power and Authority to all his Liege People and 
Subjetts, the Freemen of the Science, Art or Miflery 
of Scriveners of his City of London and Suburbs 
thereof, to be one Body Corporate and Politick, by the 


Name of, The Maſter, Wardens and Aſſiſtants of the 


Company of Scriveners of the City of London. To 


whom be granted Power to plead. and be impleaded, 


poſſeſi Goods, bold Lands in Mortmain, have a Common 
Seal, . and make Rules and Ordinances for the better 
Support and Government of the ** Company, and all 
arbers ufing their Art. 

8 tee, as 8 . 


Arp ing eee om 
they apprehend, to mention in particular, the Eighth 
Ninth, Eleventh, Twelfth, and Nineteenth Clauſes. 
the ſame are to the Effect following, v2. 


VIII. That all, Perſons: uſing the Art of Scriveners 
within the City and Suburbs of. London, and witbin 
three. Miles Compaſs of | the ſaid City, who were not 
Preemen of any other Company, ſhould be Contributors 


Payments. 


"IN. Ther. all. Perſons, mhetfrrver: ung K Art of | 
Scriueners within London and three Miles thereof, 


. gay, to, the Mafter,, Wardens. * 20. 
8 d. 
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of the Company of Seriveners. 


3'd. per Annum af 8d. a-quarter, mentioned tu be 


an ancient Payment and Duty called Quarteridge, by. 


the Freemen of the Society or Fraternity of Writers of, 


the Court Letter of the City of- London, to the Maſter. 
and Wardens\of the fois OR in. Fo ee due 
and paid. „ 


XI. That the Maſter, 4 8 and A bene frould | 


ave" Power to tax all uſing the Art aforeſaid, who are: 


not Freemen of any: other Miftery, for the . 
an 1 their Sori, ont TA 


# * 


XII. 44 %. Pen ofthe Ran as 2 


(our uſing the Art aforeſaid (without Exception) for 


A upon | aaa, 3 


the Order s, and them. to ag by:Diftreſfs.... 


XIX. Pa alk e fo ſearch and * a . 


the City London, and the Diſtance. of three Miles. 
every way round the ſame, at well Freemen as Fur 
reigners ufing the Art aforeſaid, and Offenders to p.. 
niſh by aſſeſſing. Fines pe and aan to. 
* by . . FFF my 


Anal are. the Heads: of ſome of the potent: 
Clauſes of the Charter, but as the Nineteenth Clauſe, 
Ko kr e er % Ow e 
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| Tower of London, and in all other Places within three 


Ae? 9 


rettitn, Puniſhment and Government, as well f, all. 
4 kalen Freemen of the ſaid City of London, 22 4 


and Aſſiſtants ſhould take Cognizance mn : 
a Juriſdiction over all Perſons uſing and frequenting 
the Science, Art or Miſtery of a Scrivener, but alſo 
expreſly defines what that Art or Miſtery is, Your 
Committee think it may be of Uſe to ſet forth this 
laſt mentioned Clauſe in the Words thereof, which 


. EY into Engliſh, is as follows, vis. 


A e e more aaa * 
our certain Knowledge and mere Motion we will, and 


fors to the ſaid Maſter, Wardens and Aſiſtants of the 


Soriety of Scri ueners of the City of London and their 
Succeſſors full and whole Power and Authority, that 
they the ſaid Mafter, Wardens and Afiftants of the 
leaſt, of whom the Mafter or Wardens of the ſaid 

Society, | for the Nine being, or any of them aliuays 
enjoy and exerciſe within our ſaid City of London, the 


Liberties and Suburbs thereof, and within our City gf 


Weſtminſter and the Liberties thereof, the Borough of 
Southwark, the Precin# of Saint Catharane by the 


Miles every where round about the ſaid City of Londen, 
the full and whole Survey, Search, Examination, Cor- 


from the ſaid City of London above three Miles; and 


acigureits afergfaid, froquating anteging — 


r "where md ee ate 


and fingular other Men a foid 
Crtzes of London and Weftminfter, aud thr Ct 


and Precinci of Saint Catharine, 45 206. avian 3 
berties as without, in any Manner uſing and frequent 
ing the ſaid Science, Art or Miftery of Scriuenert, or 
publickly or openly making and writing any. Evi 1 
Charters, Deeds, or Writings, to be ſealed within the 
faid Cities, Liberties and Suburbs of tbe ſame," and 
Suburbs of the ſame, and the Places aforeſaid, or any. 
of them, or elſewhere in any other Place, not diſlant 


that the Mafter and Wardens of the Society afareſaid,, 

and the reſt of the Aſiftants of tbe ſame Society fer the: 
Time being, or the major. Part of them, from" Time to: 
2 of pumiſeing n all as wel 2h 


Art or Miſtery of Scriveners,. as well within the faid 
City of _— and ae 1 — the Places 


London for their Offences, in inſufficiently: executing, 
and the Defetts in the ſame Science, Art or Miftery (if 
any ſhall be found) to corret# and amend according. to 


abeir ſaund Diſenetions; and reaſenable Fines and A 


+ mer c1aments; 


7 
—̃ — ˙wwä Wi ere orogy bs ad Giants 14 Ads 


2 "0 k > ; « A * " N R 5 "OY i wy TIES _ 
Rs te DG To RE IE NEE EGO NINE III "> 7% e n * 
— 5 445 n . „ „„ „ — 2 = TI. p - * 8 1 
a \ 8 — ee 9 
6 $1 hn —— vr — 6," 3 ww 1 EY — Res q = * ** : F 2 Fm 
a 0 4 F i= -_ X n WY” 3 True 3 4 
. 1 by 2 Lo... pears $ * * I's xt rey.” py 1 
4 7 F ' * 
— — ons ” v 1 — — * * * R = h 
i pf * dd if 4 p 
* ä W * N p * * 3 „ _— W "CEP * * 5 


merciaments 


* 2 
. Go 5 
41 Teemen of #4 ſome : - 
E BE E 4 7 6 * * — 
** 5 
* * ”Y * * 323 - 3 
* * Ss 1 


— 9 


The Report of the 0 


upon whatſoever Offences, IP to the 
Exigency of 2055 Offences to tax, and to the proper 


e of themſehier and their Suceeſirs n Diftreſes t 


levy, nr. 


Deon Four ee ki into Confidera- 
tion theſe ſeveral Clauſes of the Charter, they obſer- 
ved it had in View, and conſequently was intended, 


to make Proviſion for all Sorts of Perſons, who did at 


that Time, or might afterwards exerciſe the Art or 
Miſtery of Scriveners within its Limits, which Your 
: . r ee N 


L son reges ad mere a. 


of gy of Scrivencrs. 


en nad. as dh and Were 
her Company of the City 


N Freemen, either Aliens e or unn 


ling ee eee 
eee e e 


„ alſo inlpeded 1 Company's c Ord. 


ter, and which appear to * ee in the 
ſixteenth Year of King James the Firſt, and to have 
been duly examined and approved by the then Lord 

Chancellor, and the two. Chief Juſtices, according to 
the Act of the Nineteenth of King Huy! the Se- 
venth, Your Committee find, that the antient t Ordi- 
nances, as well as the ſeveral ts of he ce ay 
are in Effect revived and confirmed by thoſe By- 
Laws; And aun — Ie mem as *. 


? Jowh: u. 


XI. That ies Je flould be 1 Meetings called 3 
r to which were to be ſummoned tbe whole 
Number of the Freemen of the ſaid Society, and all 
other Perſons uſing the ſaid Art as well Engliſhmen as 
Strangers within London, and the Compaſs" of Three 
Miles thereof; And that whoſoever ſhould not appear 
having no reaſonable Excuſe, or after Appearance ſhould 
depart without ** . n three "I 

ond for Pence. (AE Y Ty 


XII. That there eat] be Meetings 3 or 57 Ya 
for bearing and determining Controverfies of any of the 
Society, or any others ning the ſaid Science, Denizen 
or not Denizen, free or foreign, Engliſh or Stranger: 
As alſo for the Correttion' and Reformation of flubborn 
1 or Bikes e _—_ ys fo ty 


xm. That 


been duly examined touching his Sufficiency and Hability 


| 2 Suburbs of the ſame, or within three Miles of the 


lows . of 15. Committee 


5 


1 XIII That all Perſons eee eee 


net being free of any other Company fhould be contribu- 
fory in all Payments with the Scriveners, to the King, 


and otherwiſe, and every Ne, e fo to do to 


Pay ferry (room od 


Won Thot all Perſons if the faid Sud and all 
bers dwelling within the City of London, the Liberties 


Jaid City, ging the Art of a Scrivener ſhould pay 8 d. 
every Quarter for Quarterage, to the Maſter, Wardens 
and Afiftants, ts be levied by Diftrefs, an ent | 
25 12348 : 


XVIII. That the Maſter, Wardens al nd ie 
Wer or. any fix of them at the lea whereof 
the Maſter, and Wardens, or any of them to be one, 
Should have Power. 10 ſearch and furvey all Perfons 
whatſoever uſing the Art of a Scrivener in London, and 
three Miles Compaſs, and puniſh them by Fines, and to 


| truy the Pines by Dire 


XIX. That: wo Perſon A tal lt 


 chifed, or admitted into the Preedem or Liberties of the 


ſaid Society, to male open Profeſſion of the aforeſaid 
Seyence. or Art, until ſuch Time as be fbowd firſt have 


ra 


t uſe and RON Ns the ha are or Miftery bebe the 
| Maſter, Wardens and Afiſtants of the ſaid Society, or 
any fix of them, and ſhould be by the ſaid Maſter, 
Wardens and Aſiſtants, ar ſuch fax of them as afore- 
755 upon ſuch Examination declared and approved to 

be of Sufficiency and Hability, and ſhould have fakes an 
Oath as is ne P 


XX. That 1 10 8 ene uli tublickly uf 
or e the Art, Miftery or Sqence aforeſaid, and 
make it bis Profe Nen, or Means of living, within the 
City of London, the Suburbs and Liberties thereof, or 
within three Myles of the ſaid City, unigſi be Gould 
be firſt admitted into the Freedom * the ſaid Society, 
and-enfranchifed into the Liberties of the ſaid City, (as 
the Caſe might happen to be of ſuch Perſons living 
within the Limits of the Charter, either within or 
out of the Freedom of the City of London) ad ſculd 
| _ taken ſuch an Oath before the Maſter and M ar- 
dens of the ſaid Society, or any taro of them, as the 

| Prue of the ſame Company ſhould uſually take at the 
Time of their Admiſſions, according fo the antient 22 


ſage, and according to the Ferm therein: "uw add 


MOEN: „ 1 Fs #7 1 . "> AA" 41S ** 75 
* XXI. That very 5 F 5 3 real thereafter he 
A enfranchiſed into the ſaid Sotiety, upon bis 


Aaron take an Vern before the - Maſter and Wardens 
& is of 
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of the ſaid Society, or any two of them, according to 
the Form therein, in that Behalf preſcribed. And that 
every one, which ſhould take the ſaid Oath, ſhould wit- 
neſs the ſame to be by him taken, by Writing under his 
Proper Hand to be by bim entred into the Common Book 


of the ſaid Society. 


XXII. That none keeping Shop, 4 ufing the Art 
ſhould keep in bis Service, or Imploy, in the ſame Art | 
any Perſon, but ſuch as ſhould be free of the Campery, 
upon Pain fo Pay N Shillings 4 Month. 


XXIII. That none take a Apprentice for leſs Time 
than ſeven Years, nor agree to releaſe any Part of his 
Time, upon Pain to forfeit froe Pound for every of the 
bid Offences. "4 


XXIV. That every Apprentice ſhould be inralled 5 in 
che Chamber of London, and preſented to the Wardens 


of the Company, within fix Months upon Pain to Pay 
fix Shillings and right F for every Offence. 


XXVII. If any Piſs whatſcever uſing the Art f | 
@ Scrivener ſhould have Summons left at his Houſe for 
his Appearance at any Court or Meeting appointed, and. 
ſhould not appear, every ſuch Perſon ſo offending ſhould 
pay three Shillings and four Pence for every ſuch Offence; 


of the — Scriveners. Fo 
And every Perſon obſtinat ely refu Ang, or ing fo 


. 


7. ſhould pay ten Shillings for every fuch (ns 


To theſe AR WS, is ſubjoin'd the Oath 2 57 5 
required to be taken by every Perſon upon his Ad- 


miſſion into the Freedom of this Company, which 


Your Committee think proper to ſet forth in the 


Words thereof, as W VIS. 


L N. B. goat 
hiſt, to be true and faithful unto our Sovereign Lord 


the King, his Heirs and Succeſſors, Kings and Queens 


of England, and to be true and juſt in mine Office 
and Scyence, and to do my Diligence that all the. 
| Deeds, which I ſhall make to be ſealed, ſhall be well. © 
and truly done after my. Learning, Skill and Scy= + 
ence, and ſhall be duly and adviſedly read over any 
examined befere the Enſealing of the ſame.” An 
especially T ſpall not write, nor ſuffer to be written, 
S any of mine to my Power or Knowledge, and. 
. Deed or Writing to be ſealed, wherein any Deceit © 
or Falſehood foall be conceived, or in my Conſcience 
fu uſpeted to lye, nor any Deed bearing Date of long 


Time paſt before the enſealing thereof, nor "bearing 


any Dare of any Time to come, neither" ſhall Teſtify, - 
nor ſuffer any of mine to teſtify, to my Power, or” 
Knowledge, any blank Charter or Deed ſealed before 
the full Writing thereof ; And neither 18 Haſte nor 
far 


” 25 be 
* b 
* 0 

* + 
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Jer Covetuouſneſs 1 ſhall take upon me to make any 
Deed touching Inheritance of Lands, er Eftate for 
Life, or Years, nor any Deed of great Charge, 
whereof I have not Cuning, without good Advice 
and Information of Cuuncel; And all the good Rules 
and Ordinances of the Society of Seriveners of the 
City of London, I ſhall. well and truly keep and 0b- 
ferve to my Power, ſo far as God fhall give me 
Grace. So * me n and the holy Contents of 
#his Book. | ; Ne 


As this Oath, in regard to the Nature and Form of 
it, had the Sanction of being confidered and approved 
by the Heads of the Law at the Time the Company's 
By-Laws were confirmed, and, it may well be imagined 
| thoſe learned Judges conſidered it with more than 
ordinary Attention, ſince the SubjeA-Matter of it 
concerned an Art, Miſtery or Occupation, in the 
due Exerciſe of which, they themſelves had been 
often conſulted, as Council, and over which, they at 
that Time, in Point of Judgment, preſided; fo Your 
Committee are of Opinion, that no Form of Words 


could be better adapted to provide againſt every Spe- 
cies of Miſbehaviour which Perſons exerciſing the 


Art of Scriveners, could poſſibly be guilty of, to the 
Prejudice of the Publick, either n 1 2 Diſho- 


neſty, or Want — 7 


* ect 80 


ode alſo „ ee eee 
— of the Company fince their Incorporation 
by Charter, that the Maſter, Wardens and Alfiſtants 
to the Number of Six had from that Time, for 2 
great Number of Years, been uſed, agreeable to the 
Company's By-Laws to go their Vi ſitations- conſtant- 
ly and regularly twice every Vear, to take an Ac- 
count of Perſons uſing the Art of a Scrivener within 
the City of Londen, and the Circuit of three Miles 
round the ſame; And they uſed to collect Quarterage- 
Money, and other Duties from Strangers and Perſons 
free of other Companies, as well as their own Freethen, 
according to antient Cuſtom and Prelſcription wed 
Time out of Mind, before their Charter and 3 5855 
were obtained. GET. 1 „„ Fi 


Aub "Yciar Committee 4 Lage: Ger ig : 
"Maſter and Wardens, &c. fince the Company's In- 
corporation by Charter generally applied themſelves, 
either to the Lord Mayor, or to the Lord Mayor 
and Court of Aldermen for Redreſs againſt ſuch Seri- 
veners as were refractory, in order to oblige them to 
pay their Quarterage, and other Duties to this Com- 


pany, and this appeared to Your Committee from 
ſeveral Entries in the Company's Books, ſome of 
which Your Committee think — U to ft 
ow at * R 
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16th Ofob. 1632. A Petition was preferred, in 
the Name of the Maſter, Wardens and Aſiſtants of this 
Company, to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and 
Court of Aldermen, to be relieved againſt Strangers 
uſing the Profeſſion of Scriveners in London, and _— , 
refuſe to bear any Charge with their Company. 
which the Court of Aldermen this Day made 4 2 
der following, viz. 


* IS Day upon hearing the Matters petitioned 

o this Court, by the Maſter, Wardens and A 
2 f the Company of Scriveners of London againſt 
the Strangers uſing the Petitioners Profeſſion, for refu- 
Ving to bear Part-of the Burthen of their Taxations, It © 
is thought fit, and ſo ordered by this Court, with the 


Conſent of the ſaid Maſter and Wardens, and of Jobn 


Emans, and Joſhua Maynet, Public Notaries here pre- 
ſent, That Mr. Alderman Freeman and Mr. Alderman 
 Meulſen ſhall hear and confider of the Demands of the 
ſaid Maſter and Wardens, and of the Propoſitions of 
the ſaid Emans and Maynet, and thereupon to male a 
friendly Reconciliation of the Parties, and of all Dif- 

ference between them, and to certify unto this Court in 
Writing under their Hands how they find the ſame, to- 


gether with their Doing and Opinions, and Joby Ty- 
ther to warn and attend them. 


Per Robertum Michel, Dep. Com. eie 
Civitatis Londinenſis. E 
. 


thy anno Do, and der bet Parties made 


1 


ow” 0 >0RDING' 4 to an e — 
X of this Inflant October, made at a Court of Al- 
dermen, We this Day called the Maſter and Wardens of 


the Company of Scriveners of London ; and fohn Emans 
and Jaſdua Maynet, Publick Notaries before Us, an 


red of the Demands of the ſaid Maſter 


adenine, and of the Anſwers and Propofitions of 


the ſaid Emans and, Maynet, and for that the ſaid 


Maſter and Wardens did make it appear unto us, That 


by their Ordinances confirmed by Aci of Parliament, all 


Strangers and others not free of their Company, uſing 


their Art within the City of London, and three Miles 


Compaſs of the ſame, ought to pay Quarterage,) and other | 


Duties unto the ſaid Company ; Aud that not only d. 
vers Strangers, and others Publick Notaries (not free of 
their Company) had heretofore paid and contributed to- 
wards the Taxations impoſed upon the ſaid Company, but 
alſo the ſaid Emans and Maynet; themſelves bad divers 


Times paid the like; Whereupon, and upen the Offer of | 


rhe ſaid. Jebn Emans end Yoſhus May foe tore 


E. them formerly paid to the ſaid Cr a the . 


Iriſh Plantation, Proviſion of Corn, or otherwiſe, and 
Hah OO. never 


+ Og 
5/6 1 3 Hy 2 ©. 5 


Akeuiſe for bis Part to pay unto them the Sum of One 
Pound nine Shillings and four Pence, in full Satisfac- 
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never to claim any Benefit thereby, or Reflitution of any 
Part thereof, we thought meet to abate Part of the Ar- 
rearages demanded by the ſaid Maſter and Wardens of 


the ſaid Emans and Maynet, and to order the faid Jaln 


Emans for bis Part to pay forthwith unto the ſaid Ma- 


ger and Wardens, the Sum of One Pound ſev Shil- 


dings and four Pence; And the ſaid Joſhua Maynet 


tzaon of all Arrearages for the Time paſt until this Day 
due and owing by them to the ſaid Company : And that 
bereafter the ſaid Emans and Maynet fhall pay unto the 


ſaid Company Quarterage, and be contributory towards 
3 2 and Taxations which ſhall be impoſed upon 


E ES OT "as the ſaid 


rate and aſſeſs themſelves : And we bold 


i ft, 1 ne + Perſons of the ſame Quality do the hike. 
Al which we thought good to certify aun _ 
_ This 26th Day of 4 Ottober 1632. TY TY 


1 
NID T Moulſon. 
Joris! 17. Nek Anno Regni can Octavo. 


- Which Report being then read openly at a'Court of 


Ares was allowed of, and Ordercd to. be Entred 


mts the Repertory, and to be accordingly performed. 


* Nobertum Michel =_ CRT. ences Lond. 


1 


1 5 >, 
A 6 bs Ig A , 
- N 4 
4 * 5 * - : 


According to the dB hor 
the ſaid Emans and Maynet paid char == to. My 
Warden Smith, and. fince Thomas Dewatchler, = 
Walters, by Order of the Lerd Mayor, paid ten Shillings 
for all Arrearages, and is hereafter to be cuntributa to 
unn fe, ee. and other Taxations. i 


\ ach, Ob. proc Whereas Eduard Singleton. and 


data Porter of Lymehouſe, William Paramore of 
| Ratcliffe, Robert Watſen of. Wapping, Eduard Collins 


Covent Garden, Jahn Morgan of Shadwell, and 


Roger Miller in Weſt-Smthfield, all ufing the Art of 
Scriveners, and not free of this. Society, appeared. at 
this Court, and promiſed to appear Quarterly, and ſome 
of them defirous to be f this Company: admitted; and 
thereupon all. but- the ſaid Collins paid Eight Pence 4. 
piece for this Quarter, and promiſed to continue the 
| ſame-bereafter, and at the. next Quarter ; fo. come and 
ſubſcribe their Names and Signatures in 4 Book to be 
provided for that Purpaſe, as they do to all Deeds and 


Evidences for the better Teſtimony: thereof,— Collins 


ns u to AT; gs 8 d. fa the Beadle, 


* Jah 10 54. * Was 1 Ordered, "That the 3 
oh gers ſhould. be ſpoken to for their. Duarttrage, 


which if they refuſe. to pay, they are to be convened. be- 
JE the Lord Moyor about the fame. erte 4 


2 1 17 Ja- 
- 188 + - 
* + TS. : « 
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17 January 1655. Alſo, It was Ordered, Nat the 
Vifitation-Days ſhould be obſerved, the third Week in 
Lent; And the Maſter and Wardens are defired to call 
fuch of the A ſiſlants as they pleaſe to accompany them in 
their Perambulaticn, and to meet at Mercers-Chapfel by 
eight of the Clock in the Morning for the Eaftern Per- 
ambulation, on Tueſday the 11th of March next; and 
for the Weſtern Perambulation, on Thurſday the 15th 
of March next. And far the better reducing the Dutch 
| Notaries, and others uſing the Art to Conformity to the 
Company's Charter and Ordinances, Mr. Bromley or ſome 
other of the Lord watt s n 16 a to * of, coor 
znto to 8 88 n . 


a, fo Order of the 20 0 Court as tao Viſi- 
tation-Days were obſerved, and on Tueſday the 11th of 
March 1655. being the Day of Perambulation for the 
Eaftern Circuit, there were warned before the Right 
Honourable Jubn Dethick, Lerd Mayor of the City 
e Londin, againſt Monday the 195th of this Iiftant 
March, 'for refufing to pay Quarterage, Mr. Marius, 
Mr. Daniel, Notaries, of: the Backfide of the Exchange, 
Mr. John Rolfe, free of the Company of Goldſmiths, 
Mr. John Bland, free of this Company; Henry Lewis, 
free of the Merchant-Faylors; Jobn Butler, Jun. flee 
of the Fletchers, near Aldgate; Wilkam e N 


ooh « Er letchers, in Peter's * Cornhill, 


17th 


of . the Company of Scriveners. | 


. 17th March 1655, This Day the fix Perſons feſt 


an appeared 9 — bis N but Mr. Wik. 15 
dane qed .,, 


The ſaid Mr. Bland condi ende t 70 yay en . 


but- Mr. Ro Ife, Mr. Lewis, and My. Butler for $490 ' 


Ving to do it, were then bound over to appear al the nes t 


Court of Aldermen, there to anficer the Matters com" 0 


Plained of by the Company. At which Time Mr. Ma- 


rius and Mr. Daniel being Netaries were reſpited 77 


the next Court to 10 are at Scriveners-Hall. | 


1675 March 16 5 5 The faid Mr. N 7 
and Mr. Butler coming this Day to make their Appea- 
rance before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor and . 


Court of Aldermen, did before My. Francis Mo off, Mr. 


Bromley the Lord Mayor's Officer and Others, conſent © 
to pay Quarterage to the Company of © Seriveners for the _ 


future, and ſo defired to be ſpared from: further Tr 7 
ble. And thereupon, upon their Promiſe of- Conformity, Y 


were diſmiſſed from further Attendance.— Mr. Mapner, 


Notary, | and divers Scriveners free of other Com- ; 


viz. Mr. Colſton, Mr. Parry, N. Poultney, 


Mr. Tatterſhall, Mr. Broom," Mr. King, Mr. Milk, © 


Mr.. Spalding and Mr. Retorick paid Quaterage to our 
c _ ON; PO _ N Ky 
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And Your Committee obſerved, in the Cou rſc of 
their Examination, in the Company s Books, That 


the Maſter, Wardens and Aſſiſtants continued their 


cuſtomary Viſitations, and to collect Quarterage- Mo- 


ney, Cc. of all Perſons, as well Foreigners as Free- 


men who practiſed the Art of Scriveners within the 


City of London, and three Miles Compaſs thereof, till 


about the Year 1705, when, as appeared to Your 
Committee, the Company firſt diſcontinued their Vi- 
ſitations, and no longer collected Quarterage- Money 


of any Perſons whatſoever; which Diſcontinuance, as 
Vour Committee apprehend, was in great Meaſure oc- 
cafioned by the Clerk of the Company's being at that 


Time ſuperannuated, and by the Misfortune which 
befel the Company ſoon afterwards, not only, of lo- 


ſing ſeveral of the Old Books of the Acts and Pro- 
ceedings of the Company, which had been ſaved at 
the Fire of London, (when ſome of them were de- 


ſtroyed, as has been mentioned before) but alſo, loſing 


ſeveral of their other Books of Entries fince that Time, 
Which the, Company. within theſe few. Years laſt paſt, 
have had the good Fortune. to recoyer. i 


Ax here Your Committee. think proper to 5-3 


1 that it manifeſtly appears by a great N. umber 
3 Inſtances, of which there are many Entries in your 
| recovered Books that Notaries and Attornies were con- 


ſidered 


$22. 


to the Art, + 


pt wm and ere devined 4 ject Viataton and 


paid Quarterape, and then firſt began, as Your Cm 
mittee apprehend, to concern themſelves in the Praftice 
of the Art ot Miſtery of Scriveners, and as ſuch were 


dn called upon to mike the Caſtoniary Pap ment af 


Scriveners rn. to ſay) ſuch as had | been bound to 
Free Seciveners,and had ferne Seven Years Appredti 


Buſineſs, it was to make and engroſi Deed of any kind 
. "ſuch <4 Bonde; 20 of Sale, Charter- 


Eftates Real and Perſondl-- But 


2 L n e and 
: 6 in A aki eB 


nf the latter, and Pai taktn vai toe es x 259 
the proper Art or Miſtery of Scriveners as well with- 
8 „ OR W as cliewhet BY . 1288 2 
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 tornies and Sollicitors, which pe 
there was a great Numbe 
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mits and Juriſdiction of the Company's Charter and 
By-Laws, without the Inſpection and Regulation of 
the Maſter, Wardens and Aſſiſtants of this Compa- 
ny; And there is alſo a great - Number of other Per- 
ſons, within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
and the Circumference of three Miles from the City 
of London, who take upon them to uſe the Art of 
Scriveners, without having, either ſerved: an Appren- 
been admitted: into t RT 
cen the Scriveners Oath, or any otherwiſe qua- 
liied to uſe ſuch Art within the Cities of . 
We eftminſter, &c. agreeable to the Cuſtom with London, 
mpany nme e- f e 9 


Saw 3 W 
ng although within a few Lis before the 4 or 
2 Geo. II. cap. 23. for' the better Regulation of Ar- 
Td in the Year 1729, 

ni en Record, 
in eee at'Wotminſter;} Pubs 3 but 
very few really ſuch at that Time, and thoſe bot 
perly called Eurring Clerks, which all togethe N 
not one in a hundred in compariſon with the N. iter N 
of Attornies at preſent; yet ſo ſmall was their Num- 


ber who practiſed as Attornies in this City about forty 
or fifty Vears ago, that, as Vour Committee have been 
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ly admitted Attornies upon 
before that AG was made, their Buſine 


being ie 


Attornics have of late Years taken from the Scrive- 


„ 
2 * $ 
ol 
A CY 
* * 
= 
oy 
* 
81 * 
* 
© = 
$. ar. 
Rags * A 4 
0 j 


the 


* 


. 18 
„ * 
„ 22 LE A 


duly and bo- 


will 


ee 


Experience they have __— that Knowledge, which 


ng, ahd's: 
| of the'Scriveners Buffneſs or Trade; 
who! ſerve a-ſeven Years Appremiceth p folely to. 


are of Opinion, it would be a very great and manifeſt 
Hardfhip and Imjuſtice to the Free Seriveners, that Ar- 
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N lifcation required by that 


which r in dn her wen. ifor Regulating At 
— Rake ak. all others. bre that roar 
n that Act, Scriveners. or any Fer- 
ſons Whatſoever might and did prac aa Atto 

Without being admitted; yet no Scriveny 
practiſe as an Attorney for Want of the. pro | 
in ſerying > im 


1evance ther = hens taken. Notice of 
IG. emo aan, . 


to which. the po — are 
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, e. eee defor 
2 is a material and een! Difference 
| or Profeſſions of 


Attorney 


| Guſtor n and de- of the Company, in that Behalf; 
Tour Books were apparently calculated for the Fublick 
| be And Your Committee apprehen 

— raconeivd in former pet f ner 
D lin $6 we. 
12 the due Exerciſe of their Art; There- 
fore the Oath'of 4 Serivener,” 'was' framed and inſti- 


5 y Deeds, Sc. to be ſealed, mould ſet 
their Names to ſuch Deeds to denote the fame to be 
made by Perſons who had taken the Scriveners Oath, 

—— qualified to uſe ſuch Art or 
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eee ee mee rr 
N reſted therein might 


often. as there ſhould De Occaſion,. the. Places . 
inen (by, Means of ne 
che — 2 — pur eaſily be known. by 

applying to the Clerk or Beadle of the Company who: 


Were uſed to collect the Quarterage of all Perſons, 


Practiſing as Scriveners within. London, and three Miles 
round the ſame; And if any Free Scriyener happen d. 


to be dead his Hand- Writing was likewiſe capable of 


being proved with the ſame Eaſe, at whatever Diſtance 
of Time, by having Recourſe to the Company's Sub- 
ſcription Books where all Scriveners, entred of. their 

berg taken fuch Oath-as aforeſaid. Nn ech 


n 


| ol Seriveners. wh been — 
1 — a ſrce Company of the City of Lon- 
don, Your Committee apprehend that the antien 
Caſtor, for Sy | and Perſons free of other Com- 

panics uſing the Art of Scriveners, to pay Quatterage- 
_ and other Duties . 


o 
D 25 4 2 " A 4 1 
PO: 13 F hw. ; 5 7 b . * 33 Or 

* 5 L 8 2 1 K F 8 * 5 „ * _ Os 3 8 oa * 1 * 


eee in all wht: e 
ing the Uſe and Exerciſe of that particular Art, or 


Science, in in regard the ſame is widely different and of 
quite another Nature from any: other Art Miſtery or 


Time to Time made and in Uſe among the Com 

ar Servveners.," In Confderaon of which it was but. 
h other Perſons" ſhould: pay 
terage, Cc. as was the Cuſtom with ernten of 
the Company, in the Nature of a Duty or Acknow- 
ledgment of their being ſubject thereto, eg 
due and n eee 
that all — Welles of Profit 
Sonia. « Mixing within London and the Suburbs 
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any Colrur, Way or Mean whatſoever, directiy or indi- 
rettly, by bimſelf or any other, keep" any Shop" or any 
Place whatſoever Imward or Outward for putting to 
» Way of Retail, er uſe any Trade, Occupation, Miſtery 
or: Handicraft, for Hire, Gain, er Sale, within the 
Council, or By-Law of the faid City, founded upon 
the Cuſtoms of London, Every Per ſon : yt free of the" _ 
City, that ſhall uſe any Trade, Occupation, Miftery, 


 &c: within the ſame, is liable to an Aion of Debt at 
the Suit of the Chamberlain of London far the Penal- 

ty of fue Pounds, in the Manner ſtated in the famous 
by Lord Coke, who (as Your Committee find upon 
inſpecting the ſame). expreſly ſays, That it is no 
* © Queſtion, „„ 107 eng gk 


| How vhs. rk 4 which Cuſtom, Your ome + 
mittee thought it material to take Notice, that Scri- 
venersand all Perſons uſing that Profeſſion, Art, Trade 

| or Miſtery are liable to Acts of Bankrupty, by. means 
of which ſeveral Attornies, in regard they have 
practiſed as a Scrivener, have had Commiſſions of 
Bankrupt awarded againſt them, and have been ad- 
to think is no inconfiderable „ that 


E the Company e Scriveners. 

the Buſineſs of a Scrivener is an Art, Miſtery, Occupa- 
tion or Trade and ſuch. a one as by theCuſtom of Lan- 
Jon, none can or ought to carry on or exerciſe within 
the City without being free, upon the Foot and Determi- 
nation r n CLIO 


a Adee r — A 


free Company in Right, and by Reaſon of the partieular 
Craft, or Miſtery they exerciſed, different from others; 
And this, in the Opinion of Your. Committee, might 


ſerve further to demonſtrate, that the proper Buſineſs 


of a Scrivener, in the nature of it, is and always was 
eſteemed an Art, Trade or Miſtery within the Cuſtom | 
of Londbn; the Uſe and Exerciſe of which within its 
eee eee 
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wwe - of 5 Ele cap. 4. 15 Lo, "heros tes eee ks 


follows, viz. That after" the f Day of May (then) next 
coming, it ſhall not be. lawful to any Perſon or. Perſons, 


other than ſuch as now do lawfully uſe or exertiſe any Ate, 


 Miftery or Manual Occupation,” to ſet up, oeeupy,' uſt br 


* any Craft, Miſtery or Occupation, nn uſed br 


occupied, within the Realm gf England, or. Wales, , 
6 e be Mall have been brought up therein Seven Trars 


at the: leaſt; as an Apprentice, in Manner and Form 
 aboveſaid, nor to ſet any Perſon en Mi in fuch M. 


Ap 1 8 on Occu 252 being mot a Workman ar this 
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eee tions, have,” for ſeveral Years laſt whe wn 


Dq . A ee em 
fail; or elſe baving ſerved as un Apprentice ſhall or” 
vil become a Journeyman er hired by the Tear, upon 
Pain that every Perſon willingly offending or doing the 
contrary ſhall forfeit, und looſe for every Default forty 
Shilling for 7 9 Mont b. 


ren ls, Your bonnie d Ie e 


material. to obſerve, that Scrivenerſhip was a Craft, 


or Occupation, in uſe, at and for ſeyeral Cen- 
-ruries before un Time of making that Act, and there- 
Fore Your Committee preſume, that the Company of 
Scriveners might put the fame in Force in favour of 


ſuch of their own Preemen as had ferved a regular 
r 
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intereſted in the Effect and Operation of ſuch Deeds ;. 
for whieh Reaſons and in regard Perſons acting as Scri- 
veners are often ſolely intruſted in the Drawing and Set- 
tling of Deeds of great Conſequence, particularly, in, 
caſes of Purchaſes of Real Eſtates, Mortgages, Wills 
and Family Settlements upon Marriage, and otherwiſe, 
wherein, they are capable of great Frauds and Miſbe- 
haviour in favour of ſome or one of the Parties in pre- 
- udice of others, they ought more than Perſons of any 
other Art, Buſineſs or Profeſſion whatſoever to be under 

- the obligation of an Oath the higheſt, if not the only. 
"Reſtraint that Human Policy is capable of laying Men. 
under in Tranſactions: of ſo private a nature; and eſpe- 
"cially as the Law has obliged Attornies to take the be- 
- forementioned Oath for the due Diſcharge of ſuch their: 
Profeſſion, altho' they are leſs capable of Frauds in the 
management of Cauſes, which are of an open and pub- 
Lek Nature, and, any Miſbehaviour in them relating 
thereto, muſt ſoon come to the knowledge of their: 
Clients by the immediate conſequence thereof, and are 
puniſhable forthe ſame in a ſummary Way by applica- 

von ee e e ene —_— are ee 


ae A e ane Oath. i in the Manner pre- 
| Gribed/ by Your By-Laws. was once effectually eſta, 
liſhed, and required to be taken by all Perſons ex- 
| ering the Art within, the. . of 2 nr. 
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ci} are neceſſarily. exempted- by the Tenor and im- 
plied Senſe of the Oath. itſelf, - Your Committee con- 
ceive, it might not onhy ſerve as a Rule to ſuch Per- 
ſons for their Conduct in the due Exerciſe of che Si- 
ence or Art of a Scrivener, but might like wiſe prove. | 

more influencing Caution and: Reſtraint. againſt their 
M Midland in the Violation of it, than any other 

Means that could be thought of, and if it were to be. 
univerſally known, that every Berſon practiſing as a 

Sorivener was under the Reſtrictions contained in the 

Seriveners Oath, Your: Committee apprehend; there 
Conveyances to give Occaſion for Parties injured to 
apply to the Courts of Equity for Reliefs for it be- 

ing probable, that Perſons acting as Scriveners are 
generally privy to the Conſiderations and ether lead- 
ing Circumſtances” preparatory to, or accompanying} — 
the Execution of Deeds between the principal Parties ; 
by whom they are employed, therefore, in Caſes of 

Colluſion and Deceipt; to the Prejudice of any of the. 

Parties, as oſten as the ſame ſhould happen to he diſ- 

covered, it would render the Perſons ſo acting in he = 
capacity of Scriveners abundantly more obnoxious ts 
much as they would be e y known to — 

had previouſly obliged e in ther inoft cole 

_ er, not to write, nor ſujfer-to be * .by any; 
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of "IS, to their Power and Knowledge, any Deal 
or Writing to be ſealed, wherein any Deceipt or Fu- 
uud ſhauld be cunceiued, ar- in their Conſcience ſuſ- 
feffed to he. And what more likely Means could be 
invented to deter Perſons, which- exerciſe the Art of a 
Scrivener from being A. lices, or Privies, in the 
Contrivance of fraudulent Deeds, than this of the 
Scriveners Oath? which, ifduly attended to, and ob- 
4 ſeryed, by all that practiſe the Art, would, tho' poſſi- 
bly not in all, yet in moſt Inſtances, prevent the ill 
Deſigns of the principal Parties to Deeds, from im-,, 
poſing on the Confidence of others, in Affairs where 
Perſons 5 the 4 Miſtery of a Scrivener 
Yorn Commjnce 3 that it md 
be of very great Uſe and Service to all the Inhabitants | 
of theſe two great and populous Cities of London, and 
Weſtminſter, and the Suburbs thereof, to be able upon 
all Occaſions of Trial, or Controverſy in any Courts 
of Judicature, nee Jugh of their News, Evid 
and WI y ſcaled, which is 


ple frequently . 
as 2 in matters of Title, for Want of knowing 
s of Abode of Perſons, ee Cri. 
to che 
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ners of London bare always done, and? am ue. u 
vo thoſe" Books all People We might at 
reſort for ſuck Information and Evidence: "Anditia. _ 
well known, that they have i@uallly nade uſe 
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Fon | theſe ace as alſo in PS Ee Free 
Scriveners of this Company, whoſe Rights and Pri- 
vileges have been invaded by Notaries, Attornies and 
others, Your Committee are deſirous of inforcing, as 
far as poſſible, the ancient and cuſtomary Rights and 
Privileges of the Free Scriveners of the City of Lon- 
dan, confirmed and eſtabliſhed by your Charter and 
By-Laws: To the End, that no Perſons whatſoever, 
whether a Freeman of this Society, or of any other | 
Company of the City of London, or a Stranger, or 
Native, might uſe or exerciſe the Art, Science or 
Miſtery of a Scrivener, within the Cities of Lon- 
dm and Weſtminſter, the Borough of Southwark, of 
elſewhere, within three Miles of the City of Lon- 
Jon, (except Serjeants and Barrifters at Law) unleſs 
they ſhould be examined, by the Maſter, Wardens 
and Aſſiſtants of this Company, for the Time be- 
ing, or any fix of them, of which the Maſter and 
Wardens or any of them to be one, touching their 
Sufficiency and Ability to uſe and exerciſe the ſaid 
Art or Miſtery, upon the Foot of the nineteenth By- 


Law, and ſhould make the Oath and Subſcription . 


aforeſaid, agrecable to the Twentieth and Twenty- - 
firſt By- Laws, and, by a publick Teſtimonial un- 
der the Common Seal of this Company ſhould be al- 
| Jowed and admitted to uſe. and exerciſe the Science, 

Art or Miſtery of Scriveners, under a Fine or Penalty 


For their Defaule; ; by which Mens, many Perſons, 
Hliterate and unſkilful, and ſuch as Have had no re- 


gular Education or Experience in the ſaid. Art, and 

were of bad Fame might be dener Tom, Av un- 
due 2 un it. 1 | 1 

* os + 2 * i 

"T1 HIS, as vont „ conceive, woale be 

exerciſing no greater Power than what is put in force 

by ſeveral other Free Companies of this City, ſuch as 


the Surgeons, Brewers, Innholders, Joyners, and ma- 


ny others, which oblige Non-Freemen, uſing their re- 
ſpective Arts or Trades, to become free of the City, 
and of their particular N * 1 _ for 
the CHI of "Fs: como 


; 4 e „ 


= Company's Books, and otherwiſe, as they were 
able, and made what Obſervations -occurr'd to them 
thereon, Your Committee came to a Reſolution that 
your Clerk ſhould'form a Caſe with proper Queries, 
and lay the ſame before Council, that Your Com- 
mittee might be enabled to give you further Satif- 


faction, and inform you with greater 


(among other Particulars) Whether Perſons Far at 


of. the City of London, who uſe or exerciſe the Craft 
Miſtery or Occupation of a Scrivener, and have not 
hy an A thereto for Seven 2 cart, are 
a9 . liable 


The Report of the Committee 

liable to the Penalty of forty Shillings a Month upon the 
Statute of 5 Eliz. cap. 4. And alſo, Whether Perſens 
net being free of the City of London, who uſe or exerciſe 
the Trade, Art, Miſtery or Occupation of a Scrivener, 
within the City, are liable to the Penalty of five 
Pounds, upon the City's 3 and By-Law * 
mentioned. 


In Gs of whick Refolution, your Clerk. 
having prepar d ſuch Caſe and laid the ſame before 
ſeveral, eminent Council learned in the Law, it ap- 
pears, that, they have thereupon concurred in the 
Opinion, That the Buſineſs of a Scrivener is a 
Trade, Craft, Miftery, or Occupation, within the: 
Meaning of the 31ſt Section of the faid Statute of 
* 5 Elig. cap 4. And conſequently, that any Perſon 
« who ſhall ſet up, occupy, uſe or exerciſe the Craft 


or Miſtery of a Scrivencr, withont having ſerved 


* Seven Years thereto, according to that Act, will 


be liable to the Penalty therein mentioned.” 


AND ths Council likewiſe agree in giving it as 


their Opinion: © That by the Cuſtom of London, 


any Perſon not being free of the City, who ſhall uſe: 
* or exerciſe the Trade, Art, Miſtery, or Occupation 
« of a Scrivener within the Limits of the City, will 
4 be liable to an Action of Debt, at the Suit of the 


Chamberlain of London, in the Mayor's Court, for 


< the 


of the Grin of Serlviens,” 


te © the Penalty of five Pounds, upon the City 8 By- 
% Law, in the Manner ſtated, in the Caſe of the City # 


«of Londen, reported by Lord Coke,” 


AND, 8 Your Committee dit prep" to de- 


clare, that, as they would be far from aiming to ex- 


clude all who are not already of their own immediate 
Corporation or Society, from exerciſing the proper Bu- 


fineſs of a Scrivener, ſo, they would not, otherwiſe, 
recommend it to you, to avail yourſelyes of thoſe Ad- 
vantages, which Your Committee are adviſed, you are 


entitled to by Law, than, as the Means of enlarging 


your own Body, by bringing into your Society all o- 
thers uſing and frequenting the Science, Art, or 
Miſtery of a Scrivener, within the Limits of the 
Company's Charter: To the End, that they may all 
be under the like Regulations with the regular Scri- 


veners of this Company ; And that it may be, as 
much incumbent upon ſuch other Perſons uſing the 


Art of Seriveners, within the Limits of your Charter, 
to be admitted into the Scriveners Company, as it is 


neceſſary for ſuch of them who are Attornies, or Sol- 


licitors, to be admitted and fworn as ſuch, to qualify 


5 
- * 


themſelves for their acting | in thoſe Capacities, i 


| Ay) es the Expenct'of Ait Ws this 
dom of this Company is inconſiderable, Vour Com- 
mittee * ſuch Admiſſion would not be unac- 
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ceptable to the Generality of the Attornies, and Sol- 


licitors within the Limits of the Company's Charter, 
in as much as, by this means, they might very ſoon 
become, in Effect, an incorporated Body of them- 
ſelves, which, at preſent, they are not; and there- 
by, might more effectually hinder School Maſters, 
Petty Stationers, and others who have had neither 

Education nor Experience, from intruding upon them, 


as well as the regular Scriveners, which are already 


Members of this Company, in reſpect of the proper 
n Art or ONT. of a Scrivener. 


170 ux Committee have now laid beſore you the 
Progreſs they have made, in the proſecution of the 
Ends, for which, they were appointed, and they can 
with truth aſſure you, that no pains have been want- 
ing in them, to do the utmoſt in their Power to pro- 
mote the Welfare and Proſperity of the Company: 
And tho' Your Committee are ſenſible, the Methods 
they have taken have been attended with a confider- 
able Expence, yet, they flatter themſelves, they ſhall 


be juſlified in the Satisfaction it will be the means of 


giving, not only, the preſent, but all future Members 
of the Company, by informing them, what have been 
the original Conſtitution and cuſtomary Rights of the 
Company, and how far the ſame are valid and effec- 
ual 1 in Law, | | 

„ R ˙VVV 
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aw D Your Commilttes cubmir i it to our Conũder- 
ation, whether any, and what other Steps can be taken, 
than what have been already purſued, and are herein 
after propoſed, by Vour Committee, with a View, of 
advancing the State of the Company, and, adding to 
the Number of its Members: But Your Committee 
cannot help expreſſing the Concern it gives them, not 
only, as they are Members of this Company, but al- 
ſo, as they are Citizens of London, to think, that io 
great a Number of Perſons as practiſe the Art or 
Miſtery of Scriveners, in this great City, ſhould be loſt 
to Both, by Means of Non-Freemen, being ſuffered to 
encroach upon the proper Trade or Euſineſs of one of 
the Free Companies of this City, without being free 
of the ſame; or of any other free Company whatſo- 
ever. And as this Encroachmen ae 
preſent great decreaſe in the N umber of Free-Scrives 
Dams! ſo is it e * a very few Years, 3 N 
fone effect al Remake RP ly it, hy the 
Legiſlative Power of the City of London, which, Your 

Committee preſume to think, is no leſs concerned in 
1 this Company's: Preſervation; - than the particular 
Members of the Company themſelves, as the Scrive- 
ners have ever been one of the free Companies or Mi- 
ſteries of the City; and till within theſe forty or fiſty 


Years laſt paſt, no leſs than fifty or fixty Apprentices, 
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uſed, annually, to be bound to Freemen exerciſing 


the Art of Scriveners, and near the ſame Number of 


Scriveners uſed, one Year with another, to take up - 
their Freedom of the City, and there uſed to be, ge- 
nerally, about twenty regular-bred Scriveners free of 
other Companies, who, in regard, they practiſed the 
Art, did upon that Account pay Quarterage- Money 
to the Scriveners Company; whereas within theſe - 
laſt thirty Vears there has not been more than about 
the like Number of regular-bred Scriveners bound or 
made free in all; and it is well known that, at pre- 
ſent, there is not in the whole City of London, above 


fifteen or twenty ſuch free Scriveners, which, as Your 


Committee have before obſerved, has been manifeſtly 
occaſioned by Foreigners being ſuffered to uſe the Art 
of Scriveners, within the City, in direct Violation of 
the Rights and Priviledges of this Company, and of 
the City of London; And particularly, of the known 
Cuſtom of London, herein before ſet forth; which 
Cuſtom, if it be valid and effectual in reſpect of any 
Trades, Arts, or manual Occupations exerciſed with- 
in the City, muſt be ſo in all, but more eſpecially in 


te caſe of ſuch of the Trades and Arts now in Be- 


ing, which from their Nature and Antiquity did ori- 
ginally denominate and conſtitute the Free Companies 
of this City, of which the Buſineſs, Trade, or Art of 
Scriveners muſt neceſſarily be taken to be one; and 
ſequently, all Perſons whatſoever who take upon 
3 | | | them 7 


of the Company of Scriveners. 
them to practiſe as Scriveners, within the City of 
Londen, ought in purſuance of the ſaid Cuſtom to 
take up their Freedom of the City; and ſuch Per- 
ſons being Notaries, Attornies, or Solicitors, neither 
is, nor ought to be, 2 ſufficient Qualification for their 
practiſing as Scriyeners, within the City, unleſs they 
are likewiſe free of it, any more than it would be, for 
their occupying or exerciſing the Art, Miſtery, or 
Science of Surgeons, Apothecaries, Muſicians, or 
Inholders, or any other free Art, Trade, or Miſtery 
in, and belonging to any other foe m, . 
City of London. OE a 


As the Neighes of Ne is urine ii 
and Strength of the Kingdom, ſo ig the Number of 
Freemen the Wealth and chief Support of this its 
Metropolis: And as this City can no otherwiſe ſub- 
ſiſt in its political State, but by it's Free Companies, 
fo in as much as they fall off and decline, for Want 
of a due attention to their Continuance and Support *%g 
in right of the ſeveral Arts and Miſteries, from the 
| das mee, nnn the ſeveral Obth-" 
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. 
* 


Tarn n he's given Vim Com- 


mittee Occafion to make Inquiry into the Cauſes f 


the Decline of their own, and ſome others of the Free 


Companies of the City of Londen, they are of the 


Opinion that ſome of thoſe other Companies, ſuch as 


the Bowyers, Fletchers and Lorriners, &c. owe _ | 


Decline, as free Arts exerciſed within the City, to 


quite different Cauſes from each other as the Arts 
themſelves are different, for the Bowyers and Fletchers, 


- the proper Arts of whoſe Companies were to make 
. —_ and Arrows to be uſed in War, are, in a man- 


, ceaſed, in 'reſpe of ſuch their particular Arts, 


| es the Invention and Uſe of Gun-powder, and 
the Lorriners Company, as Your Committee have been 
informed, have loſt all the Freemen exerciſing the 


proper Art of their Company, by means of ſuch Per- ; 


ſons chooſing rather to become Members of the Com- 
pany of Sadlers, whoſe Art, that, of Lorriners or Bit- 


makers, bears a near relation to, and has a natural con- 


* 


Section wich; fo that that the” the” City may in a 


ſmall Courſe of Years be likely to loſe the Company 


of Lorriners, for want of Members of it exerciſing 


their particular Art, upon which alone the neceſſary 
Exiſtence of any Company muſt abſolutely depend, 
yet the City in general can have no Loſs. as to the 
Number of Freemen exerciſing that Art, fince ſuch as 
ce pram by at are free of the City, by 

ſome 


| of the ungen of h , 
ſome other Companies: but, there is nr 


to loſe their very Being: Which gives Your Committee 
Occaſion to obſerve, the great Difference there is be- 
tween the Company of Scrivene 

| Companies abovementioned ; for, that the Decline of 

=_ Free - r i owing to neither af the two 


ſince, it is well known, Se 3 or Buſi- 
neſs of the Scriveners Company flouriſhes: more, and 
is become much more in uſe, at this Tine, than ever, 
and, that there is 80 other freo Sag, the City 


Which, bears any the leaſt relation to, or connection 


with it, in reſpect of the Nature of the Art itſeif, ſo 
as to induce any of it's Proſeſſors to take up their 
Freedom of the City by any other Company, to qua- 
lify them for the Practiſe of ſuch Art, as Freem 
London; nor is there any Reaſon to apprehend, that 


ceaſe or be loſt, in the Uſe or Exerciſe of it, betcauſ 
it muſt neceſſarily have Continuance as long as, the 
Uſe of Letters, and while, there is any ſuch Thing as 
Property remaining, among the Citizen: 


e ian Art a mingh s C 
4 F- 


certain Means for preſerving and continuing the Fler 
| chers and ſuch like Companies, whoſe Arts, from their 


the Art of Scriveners in it's Nature will or can ever 


ns of Lau 
under the Protection and Direction of the: Laas This 
Conſideration will likewiſe ſerve to ſhew, that W 
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, and thoſe other 
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early an Exiſtence as any of the Free Companies in 
the City of London, and ed. as early as che Foun- 
the Art of Writing as; be allowed to be 2 
bliſhmen of all Civil Society : And as it 
imagined, that the City of London, 
a igin⸗ Inſtitution. or Foundation, compre- 
ended, within it's Limits or Boundaries all the necc(- 
ſary and uſeful Arts, for the Preſervation of the whole 
Body Politick, and the Uſe and Accomodation of the 
ſeveral Inhabitants within it, ſo, it cannot be conceiv'd, 
but that, the Art of Scrrveners was as uſeful, in aſ- 
certaining and ſecuring the Right of Property among 
the firſt Founders of the Civil and Political Eſtabliſh- 
ment of this great City, as it is univerſally known to 
be at this Day, it being in a manner impracticable in. 
the Nature of Things, for the Inhabitants of ſuch a 
Trading City as London, to tranſact many Particulars, 
xelating to Commerce, without entring into written 
Contracts with each other as the neceſſary Means of 
ſtipulating their ſeveral Rights and Intereſts for the a- 
voiding all Diſputes and Controverſies; and for this. 
Purpoſe,. Deeds, or written Inftruments ſealed by the 
contracting Parties, were found to be of the greateſt. 
-Uke, as the moſt laſting, authentick, and unqueſtiona- 
ble Evidences of the Transfer of any Rights, from one. 
Merchant or Trader to another, in ſuch Kinds of Pro- 
* more eſpecially as would admit of no actual. 
Delivery. 


| Delivery or Partition; Als as Your © Committe con- 


ceive, was the Original, of 
Sale, and ſuch like Deeds, or ſcalell 


cerning Matters of Trade, as well as of all kind of 


written Conveyances ii to Real Eſtates; 

which Account, the Perſons, who made it their pe- 
culiar Art or Miſtery to deal in any ſuch Deeds or 
Writings, were called Scrivenert, who, . n. 
creaſed together with Trade and Commerce, bet 
neceſſarily formed into a regular'Society'or C 
for their own and the Publick Good, in like manner 
as, other Arts or Miſteries of the City and fut S 
veners were, till of late Yeats cotifidered; to be o far 
from having any connection with Artur mies that he 
Art or Miſtery of the fee was lookbd up, "ha 
made uſe of as the Means of preventing as tniich"as 
_ poffible, all Manner of Occaſion . PS to the 


F latter, ©" £48 Fit 12 * * 224 2 8 8 
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Hxuer 12 was, as "Your" Committe 
that Perſons uſing the Art of Srr Uf ; 
came one of the free Companies of che City of? Yoni, 
and till within theſe forty or fifty Yeats laſt paſt; "as 
Tour Committee have before obſerved; all Sr iners 
were obliged to be Freemen of Lada; to qualify 
them for the Uſe and Exerciſe of their Art,. within 
_ the Ciy, and there were conſtantly not'lelt chan be- 
1 twWO and thret Hundred Free Scriveners? "But 
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to the great Loſs and Detriment of the City, as well as, 
of this Company, the Free Scriveners are now reduced 
to a very ſmall and inconſiderable Number by the 
contifiual Encroachment of Foreigners, who, under 


Pretence of being Notaries Publich, Attornies, or Sol- 


licitors, take upon them, to occupy. the Art or Mi- 


ſtery of Scriveners within the City, without being free, 
by which means, the proper Buſineſs, Art, or Trade 


of one of the Free Companies is got into the Hands 


of Foreigners, at a Time, and under Circumſtances, 
5 N the Art itſelf is in the moſt flouriſhing Condi- 

n, there being a much greater Number of Non; 
Fo reemen, . who, now practiſe the Art of Scriveners, 
within the Freedom, than there uſed formerly to be. 
of Seri veners regularly- bred, and infranchiſed into the 
Freedom of the City, and who are ſa. many Mem- 
bers loſt ta the Body of the City in generz 
as. to the Company in particular. 


Tr1s Loſs to the City of London of Nane Scrimemer's: 


has been occaſioned meerly, as YaurCommittee appre= 
hend, by neglecting to inforce the Cuſtom of London a- 


| gainſt Non-Freemen uſing theArt of Scriveners, in like, f . 
manner as it is done almoſt every Day againſt Foreigners 


occupying the Arts or Trades proper to other free Com- 


panies of the City; and Your Committee are of the 0 1 
pinion, that ſuch Neglect has been owing to the Inability 


or wantof ſufficient Power in the Company of Scriveners. 


4 _ 4 — 


to, 
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Py the Company if f Seriveniers. 
to compel Perſons acting as Scriveners within the Gig. 
of London to take up their Freedom of the City, by 


their own Company, and, that f the Company of 
Srriveners was inveſted with the like Power as the 


Companies of Iunbolders, Joyners, and ſome others o ; 39h 


the Free Companies are poſſeſſed of by Act of Com- 


3 


mon Council, ſo as to enable them to oblige Perſons. | 
who any ways uſe the Art of Seriveners, within the. 

City, to become free of, I his, the only Company by 
proper to that Art, as well as to take up their Free- trad 
dom of the City ; this Infringement upon the Cuſtom . 


itſelf, in the inſtance of Non- freemen exerciſing the 


Art of | Scriveners, within the City, might in bt 6 ; N 


caſe be effectually prevented, as the Company of 


Scriveners, would thereby be encouraged to inforce | 5 
ſuch P OwWer, Over all P erſons uſing the proper Art of 80 


the Company, which would be the certain Means, 


not only of enlarging their own Body, but likewiſe, 7 


of adding to the Number of Freemen of the City in 
general; whereas, ſhould this Company without ſuch 
Act of Common Council in their favour, attempt 0 


inforce the Cuſtom of the City againſt the N umber, |. 


of Perſons. who now. uſe the Art of Scriveners,. with» 
aut being free of the City, Your Committee. have 
great Reaſon to apprehend, though the Company _ 
ſhould ſucceed in their Endeavours to inforce the faid 
general Cuſtom; yet that none of the Perſons ſubjedt-. 


ed ne would take * the Freedom of the City 
of. 


* 


+ "2 Þ * 
Y Te 5'S 


by this en, . rather ſeek to put” 


_ ſelves upon any other free Company of the City, in 


Reſentment for the Proceſs againſt them for that Pur- 
poſe, in cafe the fame ſhould be begun and carried 
on, att he Inftance and by the' Means of this Com- 
pany, and conſequently the Ends propoſed, both of 
3 ater a WF — all Per- 


2 


Turs arc ſome of the Reaſons which have in- 
dined Your Committee to be of parts mio Apo 
ideritig the Nature und Confiirution of this Com 

and it's 1 ere e ee is 


it mehr is likely to advance it's Welfare and 
Proſperity, (by gaining an increaſe of it's Members, at 
the ſame Time that it muſt neceſſarily add to the 
Number of Freemen of the City in general, and great- 
ly tend to the Benefit and Security of all the Inhabitants 
of Property within it;) % much as an Application by 
way of Petition to the Right Honourable the Lord 
3 Aldermen mne Comm 4 
this Company lies under, and the- " Conſequence to 
the ohms 4 from er deten, ere eee 
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Ax p tho” Nr OS are ſenſible,” 163 4 E 
be tos great a Preſumption in Them, to take We: 2 
them to fay, what Succeſs, ſuch an Applies of 8 <5 
would be. Beaded with; yet, they will were 
ſubmit it, as their Opinion, that, whatever the Conſe- 
quence may prove of theſe your Endeavours, net 
only, to Retrieve the declining State of your Compare 
(whoſe Welfare and Proſperity is become your imme? 
diate Concerp, as its Court of Aſſiſtants). by OG” 


ſuch: notoriqus Iman Aces RR oachments;pt. Fo- 
reigners, 10 e aghtsandaPriyie 
8 es of the free Citizens he L7din, in Kaas 1 
eſſentially concerffs thi Tiitereſt, the Exerculs afithe 
particular Trade or Gccußation, .cog/hhoreſ- - 
tizen is entitleq; in Rightzgf hixFcgedews oh Gity | 
in general, -and of his proper Companyzny ticular ; 3 
But alfo to Render your Conſtitution and” aws of | 
general Benefit to the whole City, by ſubjecting there 
to all Perſons ho ſhall exerciſe, within it, the pr 
Art of this Company ; Tou will, in all Events, how- 
ever, merit the grateful Acknowledgments of every 
preſent and future Member of your Company, ſo long 
as it ſhall continue to have any Exiſtence, „Ki not the 
Approbation of Vour F ellow- Citizens in generally by 
your Commendable Zeal, in the Efforts ) you have 
made with a View to ſuch geod Ends, as well to pro- 
mote the Lifting Welfare and Proſperity of your 
Company, as to prevent its ſpeedy Diſſolution, which 
laſt mention'd/ Cireumftarice, Your Committee have 
too much Reaſon to fear is unavoidable (as far as ny.” 
are able to judge upon the whole) without the Þ 
tection and Afliſtance of the Chief Power of the FE”: 
in the Manner beforementiòfied. Af Oc Your” 
Committee ſubmit pag Your Conti eration, „ 


8 


